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If  we  oxcept  love,  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  faith  in  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  repentance  for  sin,  there  fe  perhaps  nothing, 
which  is  more  forcibly  urged  upon  us,  as  necessary  to  an  interest  m 
the  salvation  of  the  gospel^  than  a  spirit  of  forgiveness.  Indeed,  it 
seems  evidently  4o  be  represented,  as  so  necessary  a  fruit,  and  evi¬ 
dence  of  love  shed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  tho-Holy  Ghost,  that  if  it 
is  wanting^  love  can  have  ncr  existence.  For,  it  is  as  explicitly  requi¬ 
red,  as^  essential  to  our  own  pardon  and '  s^vation,  as  are  repentance 
and »  faith  in  Christ.  For  Christ  has  said,  exptessly,  “If  ye 
forgive  men  their  trespasses,  which'^  they  trespass  against  you,  your 
heavenly  father  will  Ibrgive  your  trespasses.  But  if  ye  forgive  not 
men  their  trespasses,  which  they  trespass  against  you,  neither  will 
your  heavenly  Father  forgive  your  trespasses.”  Besides,  there  is 
nothing,  in  which  men  can  more  nearly  resemble  their  heavenly 
Father,  than  in  freety^forgiving  injuries  received,  and  in  doing  good  to 
those  who  have  done^  evil  to  them  ;  nor  is^  there  any  thing  in  the 
'  Christian  character,  to  which  it  is  more  difficult  to  attain.  It  is  proba- 
r  bly  for  this  |;^ason^  that  k  is  in  scripture  urg^  upon  us  so  freqitenfly, 
ana  with  such  peculkir  solemnity.  This  subject  is  strikingly  illustra¬ 
ted^  and  veryu  forcibly  iqpplied  in  our .  Saviour’s  beautiful  and  iiK 
straGtiv^psuable  of  the'tMfo  clebtors. 

The  full  import  of  this  parable,  it  is  certainly  desirable  that  we  should 
have  deeply  impressed  Aipon  our  minds.^  What  is  its  real  import, 
therefore,  I  shall  attempt  to  show  in  the  present  discussion.  And 
may  God  so  apply  it  by  the  spirit  of  truth,  as  to  give  it  a  spiritual  and' 

;  saving  influence  upon  our  oearts. 

la  some  preceding  verses,  our  Lord  had  pointed  Out  the  course  of 
^  proceeding  necessary,  in  cases  of  offences  among  the  members  of  his 
churth,.in  order  to  the  preservasion  of  the  purity  and  peace  of  hia. 
faunily*  And  thou^  in  these  directions,  he  did  not  expressly  name 
forgiveness  ;  yet  he  said  that,  which  obviously  implies,  that  in  cer¬ 
tain  cases,,  it  must  be  exercised.  This,  the  disciples  evidently  un¬ 
derstood  from  his  discourses.  .  It  was  on  this  ground,  that  Peter  pro¬ 
pose  the  inquiry,  “Lord,  how  often  shall 'Uny,  brother  sin  against 
me,  and  I  forgive  him  I  l/ntil  sevetl-  tknes  ?”o  It^  is  evident,  from 
this  question,  that  Peler  already  understood,  that  he  mmt  forgivo^ 
And  hetdesired  Jo  learn  how.  for  he  must  extend  his  fijrpveness,  or  > 
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how  many  times  he  must  forgive  an  offender.  Perhaps  he  supposed^ 
that  too  much  lenity  and  forbearance  would  operate  injuriously,  by 
encouraging  offenders  to  repeat  the  offence  ;  and  on  this  account  was 
anxious  that  our  Lord  should  prescribe  some  explicit  bounds,  where 
forgiveness  should  cease.  It  is  also  obvious  from  the  question,  that 
he  supposed,  granting  forgiveness  until  seven  times  would  be  carrying 
lenity  to  a  very  great  length.  He,  therefore,  desired  to  know,  wheth¬ 
er  he  might  be  allowed  to  proceed  so  far.  Lord,  how  often  shall  my 
brother  sin  against  me  and  I  forgive  him  ?  Until  seven  times  ?  This^ 
he  seems  to  have  supposed,  must  be  the  utmost  extent  to  which  for¬ 
giveness  could  reach.  And.if  we  were  required  to  go  no  father  with 
a  forgiving  spirit,  how  many  would  fall  short, ,  even  of  this  I  How 
many,  among  men,  can  scarcely  be  prevailed  on  to  forgive  at  all,  even 
once,  if  a  brother  or  neighbor  has  trespassed  against  them  ?  And,  if 
'the  offence  is  repeated^  and  again  and  again  repeated, how  very  soon  is 
forbearance  at  an  end,  even  if  something  like  it  has,  once  or  twice, 
been  manifested.  But,  alas!  what  would  certainly  become  of  us,  if 
divine  forbearance  and  forgiveness  towards  us  extended  no  farther, 
than  men  are  usually  disposed  to  extend  it  towards  those,  who  are 
supposed  to  have  done  them  wrong!  How  many  more,  not  than 
seven  times  merely  ;  but  even  than  seventy  times  seven,  had  Peter 
himself  sinned  against  God  ?  If  God  had  restricted  his  forgiveness 
within  the  narrow  bounds,  which  his  question  seemed  to  prescribe, 

'  how  long  before'the  time,  when  he  made  the  inquiry,  must  his  own 
condemnation  have  been  sealed  forever  ?  And  even  after  this,  how 
grievously  did  he  offend  against  his  Saviour  and  his  God  ?  And  how 
happy  was  it  for  him,  that  still  the  Lord’s  arm  was  not  shortened  that 
'  he  could  not  save,  neither  his  ear  heavy,  that  he  could  not  hear! 
How  happy,  that,  still,  he  might  be  graciously  forgiven  !  Yet  Peter 
'  desired  to  be  informed,  whether  he  might  go  so  far  in  the  work  of 
forgiveness,  as  to  repeat  it  seven  times.  And  how  many  others  have 
been  ready  to  wonder  that  he  should  suppose  it  possible,  that  he 
might  be  required  to  proceed  so  far  I »  How  many  are  ready  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  once,  or  at  most,  txpice  or  thrice y  should  certainly  be  the 
utmost  extent !  But,  our  blessed  Lord  had  a  very  different  view  of 
.  the  Subject.  His  answer' to  Peter’s  inquiry  is,  I  say  not  until  seven 
times  ;  but  until  seventy  times  seven.  Nor  was  even  this  designed  to 
limit  the  number.  Our  Saviour  evidently  uses  a  large  definite,  for 
absolutely  ihdefinite  number;  plainly  intimating,  that  no  other 
bounds  could  be  set,  to  the  number  of  times',  in  which  forgiveness 
should  be  exercised,  than  by  so  extending  them,  as  to  include  all  ca- 
,  ses,  in  which  it  would  be  needed.  Just  as  God  graciously  forgives, 
times  without  number,  those  who  offend  against  him. 

^  .  kioi^er  to  illustrate  and  enforce  his  remark,  which  was  probably 

heard,  with  some  surprize,  he  states  an  instructive  •  and  impressive 
parable.  Therefore  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  likened  unto  a  certain 
lung,  whichwould  take  account  of  his  servants.  That  is,  the  method 
in  which  €fod  deals  with  men,  under  the  Christian  dispensation,  or  in 
the  gospel  kiii^om,  may  be  likened  unto  that  of  a  certain  king,  who 
would  reckon^  with  his  servants,  who  had  been  intriisted  with  some  of 
his  concerns.  And  when  he  had  begun  to  reckon,  one  was  brought 
imto  him,  who  owed  him  ten  thousand  talents  ;  which,  if  the  talents 
were  gold,  would  amount  to  more  than  three  hundred  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  ;  and,  if  of  silver,  H  would  still  amount  to  upwards  of  thirty 
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millions.  By  this  enormous  sum,  our  Lord,  no  doubt,  intended  to  . 
intimate  the  vast  amount  of  guilt,  which  we  have  accumulated,  by 
our  offences  against  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  and  our  utter  ina¬ 
bility  to  discharge  the  am^ing  debt.  He  would  teach  us  impressive¬ 
ly,  no  doubt,  that  such  is  our  dreadiul  state  ;  that  so  many  and  so  ag¬ 
gravated  are  our  offences  against  God,  that  if  we  do  obtain  salvation, 
it  must  be  owing,  entirely,  to  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  manifested  in 
the  forgiveness  of  such  a  debt ;  to  grace,  in  comparison  with  which, 
any  forgiveness  which  we  might  extend  to  our  fellow  creatures,  who 
have  done  us  wrong,  would  scarcely  be  worth  naming.  But,  foras¬ 
much  as  the  servant  h^  nothing  to  pay,  his  lord  commanded  him  to 
be  sold,  sind  his  wife,  and  his  children,  and  'all  that  he  had,  and  pay¬ 
ment  to  be  made.  As  the  debt  wa/justly  due,  the  Lord  of  this  ser¬ 
vant  would  do  him  no  injustice  to  insist  on  payment  as  far  as  it  could 
be  made.  So,  since  sinners  have  contracted  such  an  enormous  debt, 
such  a  dreadful  weight  of  guilt,.  God  may,  without  any  injustice  to 
them,  punish  them  with  the  utmost  severity  ;  and  if  he  should,  they 
would  perish  forever  ;  for  they  are  unable  to  atone  for  even  one  of 
their  smallest  offences 4  The  servant,  therefore,  fell ^own  and  wor¬ 
shipped  him,  saying,  Lord,  have  patience  with  me,  and  1  will  pay  thee 
all.  He  does  not  even  ask  to  be  forgiven  all  this  debt,  but  begs  for 
delay,  promising  to  pay  all.  Perhaps  this  may  represent  the  conduct 
of  many  sinners,  who,  instead  of  seeking  pardon  and  salvation,  as  di¬ 
rected  in  the  gospel,  go  about  to  establish  their  own  righteous¬ 
ness,  as  if  they  hoped  to  make  amends  for  past  disobedience,  and  to 
bring  God  uncler  obligation  to  discharge  them  from  the  curse  of  the 
law.  Though  they  will  hardly  ask  to  be  freely  forgiven,  they  seem 
to  hope,  that  .if  God  will  only  wait  on  them  a  little,  they  shall  at 
length  be  able  to  pay  him  all.  Whereas,  as  must  probably  have  been 
the  case  with  the  servant  in  the  parable,  they  only  run  more  and 
more  deeply  in  debt.  Then  the  Lord  of  that  servant  was  moved 
with  compassion,  and  loosed  him,  and  forgave  him  the  debt.  Percei¬ 
ving  that  he.had  no  means  of  paying  him  what  was  due,  and  that  by 
delay,  the  debt  would  only  be  increased  ;  and  moreover,  that  selUi^ 
him,  and  his  wife,  and  his  children,  and  all  that  he  had,  would  greatly 
distress  him,  he  was  moved  with  compassion,  set  him  at  liberty,  and  for¬ 
gave  him  all  the  debt.  It  will  be  readily  perceived,  that  this  must  have 
been  designed  to  represent  the  infinite  readiness,  which  God  has  gra¬ 
ciously  manifested,  to  forgive  sinners,  even  the  chief  of  sinners,  who 
will  duly  humble  themselves  before  him,  and  seek  his  favor  ;  and  th^ 
readiness,  with  which  he  does  actually  seal  the  foi^veness  of  all,  who 
penitently  turn  unto  him.  There  is,  howev^,  in  the  two  cas^s,  in 
one  important  respect,  a  vast  difference.  It  does  not  appear,  that 
the  king,  in  the  parable,  was  at  any  expense  to  open  a  way,  in  which  be 
might  consistently,  with  his  honor,  for^ve  the  servant  all  the  debt.  It 
was  a  mere  pecuniary  matter,  and  no  atonement  was  necessary,  in 
order  that  a  remission  of  what  was  due  might  be  freely  granted.  But, 
in  the  other  case,  an  expensive  atonement  was  indispensable.  Eter¬ 
nal  justice  demanded  it.  God  could  not,  therefore,  consistently  with 
his  own  honor,  pardon  the  sinner  without  atonement. .  But,  that  this 
might  be  made,  his  own  dear  Son  must  come  into  the  world,  and  suffer 
and  die,  the  just  for  the  unjust.  Yet,  so  tenderly  compassionate,  and 
so  infinitely  disposed  was  God  to  forgite,  even  the  chief  of  sinners; 
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that  he  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all.  Ye^, 
he  delivered  him  to  the  deepest  humiliation,  to  the  most  dreadful  suf¬ 
ferings,  to  the  most  painful  and  shameful  death,  that  he  might  be  just  in 
pardoning  and  saving  the  most  guiltj  and  ill  deserving  of  the  children 
of  men.  And  atonement  being  made,  he  freely  offers  to  forgive  all  the 
debt  of  these  offenders,  if  they  will  only  penitently  and  thankfully  ac¬ 
cept  the  proffered  kindness.  He  promises  that  all  who  will  come  in 
the  name  of  the  glorious  Redeemer,  shall  be  received  graciously,  and 
loved  freely.  Accordingly,  all  who  do  come,  do  indeed  find  mercy.' 
>-They  have  redemption,  through  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  even  the 
forgiveness  of  sins  ;  the  forgiveness  of  all  their  sins,  however  numer¬ 
ous,  and  however  aggravated.  But  the  same  servant ;  the  very  ser¬ 
vant  to  whom  his  lord  had  just  showed  such  kindness  and  compassion  ; 
the  same  servant  went  out,  and  found  one  of  his  fellow  servants,  who 
owed  him  an  hundred  pence,  equal  it  is  supposed  to  about  thirteen  or 
fourteen  dollars  ;  and  he  laid  hands  on  him,  and  took  him  by  the  throat 
saying.  Pay  me  that  thou  owest.  And  his  fellow  servant  fell  down  at 
his  feet,  and  besought  him,  in  the  very  same  language,  which  he  had 
used  to  his  lord,  have  patience  with  me,  and  1  will^pay  thee  all.  This 
•too,  he  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  do,  as  the  sum  was  so  small. 
Whereas,  in  the  other  case,  there  was  no  ground,  even  for  hope.  And 
he  would  not ;  but  went  and  cast  him  into  prison,  until  he  should  pay 
the  debt.  “  This,’*  says  an  eminent  divine,  “  This  seemeth  to  bear 
hard  upon  those  unmerciful  creditors,  who  cast  poor  men,  who,  they 
know  have  nothing  to  pay,  into  prison  for  their  debt  ;  so  rendering 
their  brother’s  state  more  miserable,  and  their  debt  from  him  as  des¬ 
perate  as  ever.  For  sure,  he  that  bids  us  lend,  hoping  for  nothing 
again,  will  not  allow  us  to  imprison,  where  nothing  can  be  hoped  for  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  men  so  unmerciful,  will  find  little  mercy  at 
that  day.  For,  if  it  be  a  crime,  that  will  be  objected  to  us,  to  our 
condemnation,  that  we  did  not  visit  Christians  when  in  prison,  what  will 
it  be  to  cast  them  into  prison.”  There  seems  evidently  to  be  much, 
justice  in  these  remarks  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  serious  consideration, 
whether  the  passage  does  not  lay  a  ioundation  for  similar  remarks 
io  be  applied  to  all,  at  least  who  are  not  themselves  crowded  for  debts, 
out  who  will  not  w^ait  on  their  poor  debtors,  who  appear  willing  to  ex¬ 
ert  themselves  to  make  payment,  but  will  harrass  and  distress  them 
with  needless  and  expensive  law  suits,  perhaps  eventually  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  all  their  worldly  interests  ;  and  to  those  also,  who  being  them¬ 
selves  above  want,  take  advants^e  of  the  necessities  of  their  neighbors, 
o  add  to  their  wealth.  In  short,  to  extortioners  and  oppressors  of  ev¬ 
ery  description.  At  least  all  persons  of  this  description  would  do  well 
io  rememl^r,  who  has  said,  **  he  shall  have  judgement  without  mercy, 
who  hath  shewed  no  mercy.”  Doubtless  however,  the  case  before 
as  was  designed  more  especially,  to  represent  the  temper  and  conduct 
of  those,  under  the  light  of  the  gospel,  who,  though  God  has  gracious- 
^  y  manifested  a  readiness  to  forgive  them  all  their  numberless  trans¬ 
gressions,  are  yet  themselves  implacable  in  their  resentments  against 
ihose,  who  are  apprehended  to  have  done  them  wrong,  and  do  not  man- 
.  est  at  all,  the  kind,  and  tender,  and  forbearing,  and  forgiving  temper 
the  gospel.  For  what  our  Lord  would  especially  illustrate  was,  that 
we  should  forgive  those,  who  have  sinned  i^nst  us,  until  seventy 
hmes  seven ;  or  to  as  many  times  as  circumstances  require.  This 
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was  exemplified  in  the  king,  who  was  ready  to  forgive  a  debt  of  ten 
thousand.talents.  The  conduct  of  the  servant,  therefore,  is  an  example 
of  the  opposite,  unforgiving  temper,  which  our  Lord  declared  should 
never  receive  pardon.  For  the  king  when  he  found  that  the  servant 
possessed  this  unmerciful  and  unforgiving  temper  towards  his  fellow 
servants,  was  wroth  and  seized  him,  and  delivered  him  up  to  the  tor¬ 
mentors,  till  he  should  pay  the  debt.  ^ 

It  is  sometimes  urged,  as  a  difficulty  attending  this  parable,  that  it 
represents  the  king  as  demanding  full  payment  of  a  debt,  which  had 
once  been  freely  forgiven  ;  which  it  is  thought,  is  not  consistent  with 
justice.  But  it  has  often  been  justly  remarked,  that  all  the  circumstan¬ 
ces  related  in  a  parable  do  not  always  admit  of  a  particular  application. 
Suppose  however,  that  a  case  should  happen  among  men,  exactly  like 
that  which  is  here  related.  Might  not  something  even  then  be  said 
in  favor  of  the  sovereign  ?  It  will  be  allowed,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
servant  was  outrageously  unreasonable  and  wicked,  thus  violently  to 
seize  his  fellow  by  the  throat,  as  if  he  would  have  strangled  him  ;  and 
notwithstanding  his  own  enormous  debt  had  just  been  freely  forgiven, 
unfeelingly  to  cast  him  into  prison,  until  he  should  pay  him  ;  thus,  per¬ 
haps  putting  it  out  of  his  power  ever  to  pay  him.  Sorely  no  one  will 
wonder  that  his  fellow  servants,  if  they  had  any  benevolence,  were 
sorry,  and  told  their  Lord  ;  nor  that  their  Lord  called  this  wicked  ser¬ 
vant  to  an  account  for  what  he  had  done.  Every  one  must  feel  the 
propriety  of  his  expo^ulation,  when  he  said,  O  thou  wicked  servant, 
I  forgave  thee  all  that  debt,  because  thou  desiredst  me  ;  but  what  hast 
thou  done  ?  Surely  thou  ooghtest  to  have  had  compassion  on  thy  fel¬ 
low  servant  even  as  1  bad  pity  on  thee.  It  is  not  surprising  therefore, 
that  his  lord  was  wroth  with  him,  and  determined  to  inflict  exemplary 
punishment.  Suppose  dien,  that  he  forgave  him  his  debt,  only  on  cer¬ 
tain  conditions,  and  that  these  conditions  made  it  necessary  that  he 
should  show  similar  compassion  to  his  debtors,  who  might  owe  him 
without  being  able  to  pay.  Suppose  it.  was  stipulated,  that  if  he  did 
not  manifest  a  kind,  forbearing,  and  forgiving  temper  towards  those  who 
owed  him,  that  his  own  debt  should  yet  be  rigorously  exacted.  Would 
this  have  been  unjust  ?  When  his  lord  comes  to  determine  his  pun¬ 
ishment,  then,  is  it  unjust,  if  he  returns  his  wickedness  upon  his  own 
head,  and  metes  out  onto  him  the  measure  which  he  had  meted  to  his 
.  fellow  servants  ?  But  if  after  all,  there  appears  injustice  here,  there 
will  none  be  found  in  the  case,  whicKthis  was  designed  to  illustrate. 
It  is  true,  it  is  stated  in  the  parable,  that  the  Lord  of  the  servaiit  was 
wroth,  and  delivered  him  up4o  the  tormentors,  until  he  should  pay 
him.  And  in  applying  the  parable  to  the  case  in  hand,  our  Lord  said. 
So  likewise  shall  my  heavenly  Father  do,  also  onto  you,  if  ye  from 
your  hearts  forgive  not  every  one  his  brother  their  trespasses.  But 
it  is  not  to  be  understood,  that  those  to  whom  this  awful  and  alarmii^ 
declaration  will  °  finally  apply,  have  ever  been  in  fact,  graciously  for¬ 
given,  their  manifold  offences.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  indeed,  that 
Peter  and  some  others,  to  whom  these  things  were  originally  said,  had 
already  passed  from  death  unto  life,  and  that  their  forgiveness  was 
sealed.  Nor  is  it  to  be  doubted,  that  our  Lord  designed  to  impress  on 
their  minds  as  well  as  on  the  minds  of  others,  the  indispensable  neces¬ 
sity  of  a  forgiving  spirit.  But  doubtless  these  bad  already  imbibed 
something  of  this  spirit,  and  they  would  probably  increase  in  it  more 
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and  more,  and  be  preserved  by  divine  power,  through  faith  unto  sal¬ 
vation.  Suppose  however,  that  one,  whom  God  has  once  graciously 
forgiven,  should  afterwards  become  of  such  a  temper,  as  that  manifest-  ^ 
ed  by  the  servant,  and  should  refuse  to  forgive  a  debt  of  a  few  pence  to 
a  fellow  servant,  might  not  God  justly  say  to  him,  O  thou  wicked  ser¬ 
vant,  I  forgave  thee  all  that  debt,  as  thou  desiredst  me.  Shouldst  thou 
not  have  had  compassion  on  thy  fellow  servant,  as  I  had  pity  on  thee. 
And  should  the  Lord  be  wroth  with  him,  and  deliver  him  over  to  the 
tormentors,  would  he  receive  any  more  than  the  due  reward  of  his 
deeds  ?  Besides,  has  any  Christian  any  thing  but  the,  gracious  promise 
of  God  to  secure  him  from  such  an  awful  doom  ?  If  left  to  himself, 
what  Christian  might  not  thus  fall  and  perish  ?  And  though  real  Chris¬ 
tians  are  secured  by  the  promise  of  God,  yet,  doubtless  many  profes¬ 
sors  have  great  reason  to  tremble,  for  want^of  this  spirit.  For,  to  all 
who  have  it  not,  whether  professors  or  non  professors,  the  concluding 
declaration  in  the  parable  has  a  solemn  application.  So  likewise  shall 
my  heavenly  Father  do  also  unto  you,  il*ye  from  your  hearts  forgive 
not  every  one  his  brother  their  trespasses.  When  we  come  to  stand 
before  his  dread  tribunal,  if  we  are  found  destitute  of  this  forgiving 
temper,  indulging  a  spirit  of  hatred  and  malice,  though  he  will  not 
speak  of  having  actually  sealed  to  us  the  forgivness  of  all  our  trespasses 
yet  he  may  address  us,  one  by  one  in  some  such  language  as  this  ;  “  O 
thou  wicked  servant,  at  the  expense  of  the  sufferings  and  death  of  my 
dear  Son,  I  opened  a  way  for  the  pardon  and  salvation  of  such  guilty  " 
creatures  as  thou  art ;  a  way,  in  which  even  thy  amazing  debt  might, 
all  have  been  freely  forgiven,  if  thou  wouldst  have  accepted  the  favor. 
Yea,  1  offered  thee  pardon  of  all  thy  sins,  and  the  salvation  of  thy  soul 
on  the  most  reasonable  and  gracious  terms  ;  even  if  thou  wouldst  be¬ 
come  thyself,  of  a  kind,  compassionate,  and  ibrgiving  temper  ;  and  thou 
wouldest  not.  But  thou  wouldst  indulge  an  unkind,  unforgiving,  impla¬ 
cable  spirit.  The  comparatively  small  debts  which  were  due  to  thee  ; 

,, debts  which  were  as  nothing  in  comparison  with  what  1  offered  to  for¬ 
give  thee,  thou  wouldst  rigorously  exact.  Surely,  thi^  spirit  under  thy 
circumstances,  very  ill  becomes  thee.  Thou  oughtest  to  have  had. 
compassion  on  thy  fellow  servants,  even  as  1  had  pity  on  thee.  And. 
since  thou  wouldest  not,  thou  shdt  be  delivered  unto  the  tormentors,, 
until  thou  hast  paid  all  that  is  due  unto  me.’’  This*  it  will  be  seen,  is 
in  exact  agreement  with  the  conclusion  of  the  parable,  and  with  our 
Lord’s  application  of  it.  And  his  lord  was  wroth,  and  delivered  him  ' 
to  the  tormentors,  till  he  should  pay  all  that  was  due  unto  him.  .  So 
likewise  shall  my  heavenly  Father  do  also  unto  you,  if  ye  from  your 
hearts  forgive  not  every  one  his  brother  their  trespasses. 

What,  then,  is  it  to  forgive  ?  This  inquiry  may  be  best  answered, 
perhaps,  by  a  recurrence  to  the  forgiveness,  which  God  exercises  to¬ 
wards  guilty  men,  who  have  sinned  against  him.  For  we  are  required 
to  forgive,  if  a  man  have  any  quarrel  against  any,  even  as  God  for¬ 
gives.  How  then  does  God  forgive  ?  The  answer  is  easy.  In  forgiv¬ 
ing,  God  receives  graciously,  and  loves  freely.  He  restores  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  his  forgiveness  to  his  favor,  and  treats  him  as  kindly  as  though 
he  had  never  sinned  against  him.  He  casts  all  his  sina  behind  his 
back,  and  even  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.  Yea,  his  sins  and  his  ini¬ 
quities  he  remembers  no  more.  That  is,  he  does  not  remember  them 
as  a  reason,  why  he  should  punish  the  offender,  or  as  any  reason  for 
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treating  him less  kindly  than  he  would  otherwise  have  done.  Such  is 
the  forgiveness,  which  God  exercises.  Such  is  the  forgiveness,  which 
he  must  extend  to  every  one  of  us,  in  respect  to  a  debt  of  ten  thousand 
lalents,  towards  paying  which  we  can  do  nothing,  or  we  never  can  be 
saved.  Such  therefore,  is  the  forgiveness  which  we  must  extend  to 
those,  who  have  done  us  wrong,  as  we  would  hope  ourselves  to  be 

•  forgiven.  W e  must  let  injuries  be  as  though  they  had  never  been. 
•Those  who  have  done  us  wrong,  if  we  would  forgive  .iienj,  must  be 

*  restored  fo  favor,  and  we  must  love  them  as  much,  and  be  disposed  to 
treat  them  in  all  respects,  as  kindly  as  though  they  had  never  offended. 
Any  thing  short  of  this,  cannot  be  forgivness,  such  as  God  extends  to 
offending  creatures. 

But  perhaps  some  would  ask,  Is  this  forgivness  to  be  extended  to 
all  who  have  trespassed  against  us  ?  I  answer,  the  forgiving  temper 
must  be  in  exercise,  so  as  to  induce  a  readiness  to  forgive  in  all  cases, 
so  soon  as  signs  of  repentance  appear.  Though  it  is  true,  forgivness 
cannot  be  actually  sealed,  until  some  signs  of  repentance  are  discovered. 
In  this  respect,  also,  we  must  be  like  minded  with  God  himself.  He  is 
always  ready  to  forgive.  He  even  waits  to  be  gracious.  He  uses  means 
also  to  reclaim ;  and  is  very  kind,  even  to  the  evil  and  unthankful,  and 
sendeth  rain  upon  the  just  and  upon  the  unjust.  And  the  moment  re¬ 
pentance  appears,  forgivness  is  sealed.;  and  the  sinner  is  received  gra¬ 
ciously,  and  loved  freely.  Just  so,  should  we  be  always  ready  to  for- 
vgive.  Just  so,  should  we  use  means  with  those  who  have  done  us  wrong 
which  are  calculated  to  convince  and  reclaim  them.  Just  so  we  should 
deal  kindly  and  tenderly  with  them,  manifesting  forbearance  and  long 
suffering,  while  they  continue  to  do  us  wrong  and  render  us  evil  for 
good.  If  our  enemy  hunger,  we  should  feed  him  ;  or  if  he  thirst,  we 
should  give  him  drink.  And  it  should  be  our  hearts  desire,  and  pray¬ 
er  to  God  that  he  may  repent  and  be  saved.  Thus  runs  the  Saviour’s 
direction.  Love  your  enemies  ;  bless  them  that  curse  you  ;  and  pray 
for  them  that  hate  and  persecute  you.  That  ye  may  be  the  children  of 
your  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  This  must  have  the  best  tendency  to 
dead  offenders  to  repentance  ;  and  in  this  way,  so  soon  as  repent^ce 
appears,  the  heart  will  be  prepared  to  embrace  the  penitent  with  joy, 
•and  to  restore  him  fully  to  our  esteem,  and  confidence,  afid  affection. 

Perhaps  however,  some  would  still  inquire,  whether  there  are  not 
some  injuries,  so  great,  that  we  are  not  bound  to  feel  this  forgiving 
spirit  with  respect  to  them.  Some  one  it  may  be  said,  has  very  great¬ 
ly  wronged  us.  He  has  defrauded  us,  or  oppressed  us,  or  done  much 
to  blast  our  reputation.  And  .after  all  must  we  be  ready  to  forgive 
such  enormous  injuries  ?  I  answer,  yes,  we  unquestionably  must,  even 
as  we  would  hope  to  obtain  forgiveness  from  God.  For  let  it  be  remem¬ 
bered,  even  our  prayer  for  our  own  foigiveness,  is  to  be^limited  by 
this  rule,  that  we  may  be  forgiven,  even  as  we  forgive.  “Forgive  us 
our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors  or,  “  forgive  us  our  trespasses 
as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us.” 

But  perhaps  you  plead  still  for  some  liberty  to  withhold  forgiveness, 
say,  your  brother,  or  your  neighbor  has  injured  you  grievously,  not 
once  or  twice  merely,  but  many  times.  And  really  it  seems  too  much, 
after  all  these  provocations,  to  forbear  and  to  forgive  still.  Are  there 
no  bounds  here,  where  we  may  safely  stop  ?  In  answer,  I  would  ask, 
whether  these  are  indeed,  the  bounds  at  which  you  are  willing,  divine 
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forgiveness  towards  you  should  stop  ?  Do  the  sins  of  your  brother,  or 
your  neighbor,  really  exceed  the  .number  of  your  own  offences  against 
God  ?  Indeed  after  all,  is  not  the  proportion  even  less  than  that  of  an 
hundred  pence  to  ten  thousand  talents  ?  And  do  you  then  ask  to  be  re¬ 
leased  from  obligation  to  forgive  ?  How  then,  shall  you  obtain  forgive¬ 
ness  ?  If,  after  all,  you  should  withhold  forgiveness,  on  account  of  the 
number,  or  the  greatness  of  the^wrongs  received,  and  God  should'also 
deal  with  you  in  the  saa\e  manner,  what,  alas,  must  be  the  dreadful 
event  ?  No,  Christian  readers,  we  must  forgive,  not  till  seven  times  mere¬ 
ly  ;  but  until  seventy  times  seven  ;  until  all  be  freely  forgiven.  Else 
the  declaration  of  our  Lord,  must  still  have  a  dreadful  application  to 
us  :  that  as  the  Lord  of  the  servant  was  wroth,  and  delivered  him  up , 
to  the  tormentors,  until  he  should  pay  all  that  was  due  unto  him  ;  so 
likewise,  shall  our  heavenly  Father  do  unto  us,  if  we  from  the  heart, 
forgive  not  every  man  his  brother  their  trespasses. 

JACOBUS. 


FOR  THE  EVA^*GELIST. 

THE  MOTE  AND  THE  BEAM. 

% 

The  Subject  applied. 

Having,  in  two  preceding  communications,  endeavored  to  illustrate 
the  subject  of  the  mote  and  the  beam ;  and  to  point  out  some  of  the 
causes,  which  operate  to  render  men  quicksighted  in  discovering  motes 
in  the  eyes  of  others,  while  they  are  blind  to  the  beams  which  are  in 
their  own  eyes  ;  it  is  now  proposed  to  make  some  practical  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  subject,  to  various  classes  of  persons.  It  is  apprehended 
the  subject  may  be  considered  as  aderessing  itself,  very  solemnly, 

1.  To  Ministers  of  the  gospel. 

Ministers  are  called  to  administer  counsel,  and  reproof,  and  warn¬ 
ing,  to  others,  and  to  urge  it  upon  them,  by  the  most  weighty  and  sol-  • 
emn  considerations,  to  repent,  and  turn  from  every  evil  way.  They 
must  beseech  sinners  to  become  reconciled  to  God,  and  press  it  upon 
believers  to  walk  worthy  the  vocation  wherewith  they  are  called^  and 
to- let  all  their  conversation  be  as  it  becometh  the  gospel  of  Christ.  ,If 
they  see  them  go  out  of  their  way  they  must  admonish,  and  endeavor  . 
to  convince,  and  to  reclaim.  Their  calling  is  one  of  the  highest  re- . 
sponsibility.  How,  then,  witli  the  beam  in  their  own  eye,  shall  they 
discharge  its .  interesting  duties,  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  suc¬ 
cess  ?  Surely,  if  they  lie  under  the  guilt  of  any  public  scandalous  sin, 
unrepented  of,  and  unreformed,  they  may  expect  that  the  proverb,  , 
Physician^  heal  thyself^  will  meet  them  at  every  turn.  If  they  would  . 
be  profitable  to  others,  they  should  be  careful  that  no  beam  has  any 
place  in  their  own  eye.  They  should  take  heed  to  themselves ^  and  to 
their  -  doctrine^  and  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  plea¬ 
sing  ;  that  they  may  be  an  example  to ,  others,  in  conversation, . 
in  charity,  in  faith,  in  purity.  They  should  so  conduct, 
that  no  one  may  have  any  evil  thing  to  say  of  - them,  unless  it  be  said^ 
falsely.  In  this  way  only,  may  they  hope  to  see  clearly,  to,  take  ei-. 
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ther  mot€S  or  beams,  out  of  the  eyes  of  others,  and  to  be  instrumental^ 
of  turning  many  to  righteousness*  Ifnto  the  wicked  God  saithy  What 
hast  thou  to  do  to  declare  my  statutes^  or  that  thou  shouldeH  take  my 
covenant  in  thy  mouth  ? 

2,  The  subject  addresses  itself  to  all  professors  of  religion. 

It  is  the  duty  of  professors  to  warn  and  reprove  others,  as  occasion 
may  require,  and  to  aim  to  lead  sinners  into  the  path  of  life.  They 
are  bound,  especially,  to  watch  over  one  another,  and  to  endevor  to 
reclaim  those  of  their  number,  who  appeal  to  be  wandering  out  of 
the  way  ;  maintaining  a  faithful  discipline  in  the  house  of  Christ.  But, 
how  shall  these  things  be  done,  with  each  a  beam  in  his  own  eye  ? 
That  these  interesting  duties  may  be  suitably  and  successfully  per¬ 
formed,  by  any  Christian  professor,  it  must  surely  be  all  important  that 
his  own  general  temper  and  conduct  be  such,  that  others  may  tcdce 
knowledge  of  him^  that  he  has  been  with  Jesus.  He  should  manifest 
much  of  the  spirit,  and  carefully  imitate  the  example  of  his  divine 
Master.  Especially,  when  engaged  in  the  work  of  admonishing  and 
reproving  others,  he  should  be  particularly  careful  to  be  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  this  spirit.  If  he  engages  in  tins  work  in  anger,  with  prej¬ 
udice,  with  a  disposition,  or  desire,  to  have  his  brother  subjected  to 
some  evH,  however  it  may  be  with  his  brother,  he  certainly  has  an 
enormous  beam  in  his  own  eye,  which  he  should  first  cast  out,  both  on- 
his  own  account,  and  that  he  may  see  clearly,  with  respect  to  the  ap¬ 
prehended  fault  of  his  brother.  Possibly,  this  is  aU  the  difficulty  ;  so 
that,  if  he  would  do  this,  the  mote  in  his  brother’s  eye  would  disap¬ 
pear.  Or,  if  not,  he  would  be  prepared  to  proceed  in  his  labor,  both 
with  more  comfort  to  himself,  and  with  a  far  better  prospect  of  bene¬ 
fit  to  his  ofiending  brother.  At  no  time  can  it  be  more  important  for 
Christians  to  put  on,  as  the  elect  of  Gody  holy  and  beloved^  bowels  of  mer’^ 
cy,  kindness^  humbleness  of  mind^  meekness^  long  s^ffering^  forbear^ 
ancey  and  forgiveness  y  and,  above  all  these  thingSy  to  put  on  charity  y  than 
it  is,  when  they  would  correct  the  faults  of  others. 

3.  The  subject  addresses  itself  to  Legislators. 

To  this  order  of  men  it  appertains,  to  frame  laws  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  order  ;  and  for  the  prevention  of  crimes,  which^tend  to  disturb 
the  public  peace,  and  to  destroy  the  happiness  of  the  community. 
And  shall  they  engage  in  this  interesting  work,  indulging  in  known 
wickedness  themselves  ?  Pursuing  a  course  of  rebellion  against  the 
Lord,  in  their  own  conduct,  shall  they  enact  laws,  to  punish  the 
crimes,  it  may  be.  the  less  enormous  crimes,  of  others  ?  May  we  not 
well  demand,  with  the  Apostle,  in  this  case,  as  in  many  others.  Thou 
which  teaehest  another y  teachest  thou  not  ' thyself  ?  Tkon  that  preackest  a 
man  should  not  stealy  dost  thou  steal?  Thou  that  sayest  a  man  should  not 
commit  adultery y  dost  thou  commit  adultery?  Thou  thatmakest  thy  boast 
of  the  lawy  through  breaking  the  law  diskonorest  thou  God  ?  Surely,  those 
who  enact  laws  to  punish  crimes,  should  first  cast  out  the  beam  out  of 
their  own  eyes.  They  should  themselves  be  reformed  from  all  those 
vices,  which  are  injurious  to  the  public  welfare,  and  tend  to  disturb 
the  public  peace.  If  they  require  others  to  be  conformed  to  laws 
enacted  to  preserve  the  or^r  and  promote  the  happiness  of  the  CoiH 
monwealth^  let  them  be  careiul  to  be  themselves  conformed  to  die  laws, 
which  the  Supreme  L^islator  has  enacted  and  published,  for  thje  or¬ 
der  and  happiness  of  his  universal  empire. 
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4.  The  subject  addresses  itself  to  Magistrates,  whose  province  it  is 

to  sit  in  judgment  on  those  who  are  accused  of  having  violated  the  law 
of  the  land.  » 

Every  one  must  perceive  how  very  incongruous  it  must  be  for  any  one 
who  IS  himself  an  extortjoner,  or  a  thief,  or  a  fraudulent  dealer,  or  an 
adulterer,  or  a  murderer,  to  be  sitting  in  the  seat  of  judgment,  and 
passing  sentence  upon  other  offenders,  far  less  guilty  than  himself* 
For  one  example,  how  does  David  appear,  passing  a  very  severe 
sentence  upon  the  man  who  is  supposed  to  have  taken  and  killed  the 
only  lamb  of  his  poor  neighbor,  while  David  himself  was  lying  under 
the  weight  of  the  unpardoned  guilt  of  adultery  and  murder, ,  attended 
with  every  conceivable  aggravation  ?  Therefore ^  thou  art  inexcusable^ 
Oman,  whosoever  thou  art  that  judgest ;  for  wherein  thou  fudgest  an^ 
ether,  thou  condemnest  thyself ;  for  thou  that  judgest,  doest  the  same 
thing.  But  we  are  sure  that  the  judgment  of  God  is  according  to 
truth  against  them  that  do  such  things.  Let  Magistrates,  then,  first 
cast  out  the  beam  out  of  their  own  eye,  that  so  they  may  see  clearly  to 
east  out  the  mote  out  of  their  brother’s  eye. 

5.  Parents  will  do  well  to  make  application  of  this  subject  to 
themselves.  The  charge  which  devolves  on  them  is  a  very  interes¬ 
ting  and  solemn  charge.  They  commonly  feel,  too,  as  though  chil¬ 
dren  owed  a  dutiful  respect  to  them,  and  to  their  authority.  But  par^ 
ents  should  Temember,  that  there  are  important  duties  binding  on 
them,  towards  thefr  children,  before  any  duties  are  binding  on  their 
children,  towards  them.  And  when  they  perceive  a  spirit  of  froward- 
ness  and  disobedience  in  their  children,  and  would  correct  the  evil,  it 
behoves  them  to  consider  whether  there  is  not  a  beam  which  should 
first  be  cast  out  of  their  own  eye.  Have  they  been  careful  to  instruct 
their  children  in  what  is  right  ?  Have  they  exhibited  before  their 
children  an  example  of  that  temper,  which  they  desire  to  see 
in  them  ?  Especially,  have  they  sat  before  them  an  example  of  filial 
reverence  and  respect  for  their  own  heavenly  Father  ?  Are  they  as 
careful  to  obey  his  commands  as  they  would  have  thek*  children  be  to 
obey  their  commands  ?  If  not,  is  there  not  certainly  a  beam  in  their 
own  eye  ?  For,  can  it  be  doubted,  whether  parents  are  under  as 
strong  obligations  of  obedience  to  God,  as  children  can  be  under  to 
obey  their  parents  ?  Let  parents,  then,  see  that  the  beam  is  cast  out 
of  their  own  eye,  that  so. they  may  see  clearly  what  is  the  way  in 
which  their  children  should  go,  and  be  prepared  to  guide  them  in  it. 

6. '  To  persons,  of  every  description,  who  have  never  truly  re¬ 
pented  of  their  sins,  the  subject  very  solemnly  addresses  itself,  both 
in  respect  to  the  judgment  they  pass  upon  each  other,  and  in  respect 
to  the  judgment  they  pass  upon  the  characters,  and  conduct, 
of  the  professed  followers  of  Christ.  Nothing  can  be  more  certain^ 
than  that  all  impenitent  sinners  have  the  beain  in  their  own  eye. 
One  consequence  of  this  is,  that  they  do  not  see,  very  clearly,  with 
respect  to  what  is  in  the  eyes  of  others.  They  often  judge  and  censure 
each  other  with  no  little  severity,  while  each  is  little  concerned  about 
what  is  wrong  in  himself,  though  his  own  wickedness  may  be  at  least 
equally  great.  The  thief  may  abhor  a  drunkard,  and  the  drunkard  a 
thief ;  the  prodigal  a  miser,  ,and  the  miser  a  prodigal ;  the  proud 
moralist,  one  who  is  openly  immoral,  and  one  who  is  openly  immoral, 
the  moralist ;  while  the  truth  is,  each  h^  a  beam  in  his  own  eye. 
One  thing,  which  is  very  common  in  such  cases  is,  that  a  man  is  jud- 
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g€5d,  by  others,  to  be  exceedingly  wicked,  on  account  of  some  one 
particular  sin  ;  whereas,  were  this  all,  it  would  be  little  in  compari¬ 
son  with  all  the  wickedness,  of  which  those  who  censure  him  are 
guilty.  Another  common  thing  is,  that  what  is  fixed  on,  and  consider¬ 
ed  as  so  flagrant,  is  usually  some  outward  immorality,  injurious  to  so¬ 
ciety while  the  enmity  against  God,  both  in  his  heart,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  judge  him,  and  their  ungrateful  abuse  of  divine 
favors,  and,  especially,  of  the  grace  manifested  in  the  gospel,  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are  entirely  overlooked.  Yet,  what  injuries 
done  to  fellow  worms,  in  themselves  considered,  can  be  any  thing 
more  than  motes,  ^en  compared  with  that  wickedness,  which  con¬ 
sists  in  enmity  of  heart  against  a  holy  God,  .manifested  in  continual 
disobedience  to  his  commands,  and  in  an  ungrateful  and  persevering 
rejection  of  the  salvation  of  the  gospel  ?  Is  not  this  a  beam,  in  com¬ 
parison  with  which  any  particular  sin  against  fellow  men,  can  be  only  a 
mote  ?  Yet,  with  this  beam  in  their  own  eye,  men  often  manifest 
great  concern  about  motes  in  each  other’s  eyes.  With  this  beam  in 
their  own  eye,  too,  they  are  often  greatly  troubled  about  what  they 
see  in  professing  Christians.  Yes,  themselves  yet  enemies  of  God  by 
wicked  works ;  rejecting  the  Savior  and  his  great  salvation  ;  living, 
constantly,  in  the  neglect  of  most  important  duties,  and  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  many  sins  ;  without  duly  considering  these  things  at  all,  their 
attention  is  arrested  by  some  imperfections,  some  wrongs,  real  or 
supposed,  in  the  professed  followers  of  Christ,  and,  about  these 
things,  they  appear  greatly  concerned.  These  motes  they  would 
pluck  out  of  the  eyes  of  their  brethren.  If  the  wrongs  be  real,  it 
is  important,  too,  that  they  should  be  corrected.  Yet,  certainly,  to 
those  who  are  thus  concerned,  it  is  inconceivably  more  imp<>rtant^ 
that  the  beam  be  cast  out  of  their  own  eye.  Surely,  then,  the  exhor¬ 
tation  of  the  Savior  should  be  most  earnestly  pressed  upon  them. 
First  cast  out  the  beam  out  of  thine  orsm  eye^  and  then  shalt  thou  see  clearly 
to  cast  out  the  mote  out  of  thy  brothers  eye.  Ber  it  your  first  concern  to 
repent  of  your  own  sins,  and  turn  to  God,  and  do  works  meet  for  re^ 
pentance.  Embrace,  for  yourself,  the  glorious  Savior,  and  make 
sure  of  an  interest  in  his  great  salvation  ;  and  then  will  you.  be  better 
prepared  to  attend  to  what  concerns  the  salvation  of  others. 

TROPHIMUS. 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

CHRISTIAN  WATCHFULNESS. 

There  is  always  occasion  for  Christian  vigilance.  Before  sin  eur 
tered  into  the  world,  there  was  an  enemy  to  the  spiritual  interests  of 
man.  The  world  and  the  flesh  are  now  arranged  among  our  foes. 
A  world  without  and  a  world  within,  and  the  spirit  which  sways  the 
hearts  of  the  disobedient,  are  the  ever  wakeful  enemies  of  the  soul. 
No  period  in  the  range  of  our  present  existence  is  exempt  from  dan¬ 
ger.  To  cease  to  watch,  is  to  hazard  the  loss  of  all  that  can  render 
moral  existence  desirable.  It  is  heedlessly  to  give  up  the  immortal 
mind,  with  all  its  factilties,  to  the  dominion  of  the  adversary  of  all 
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^ood.  Christians  may  relax  their  vigilance  and  imperceptibly  be 
lulled  into  morjJ  slumbers  ;  but  they  do  it  at  the  peril  of  their 
eouls.  While,  then,  the  children  of  this  world  slumber  in  darkness, 
let  the  children  of  light  watch  and  be  sober.  To  excite  in  such,  a 
wakeful  attention  to  their  spiritual  interests,  is  the  object  of  this 
paper. 

The  necessity  of  vigilance  arises  from  the  existence  of  dangers. 
These  are  numerous,  constant,  and  imminent.  They  are  numerous. 

'  Every  thing  which  tends  to  render  the  mind  less  spiritual,  gives  the 
soul  a  dangerous  direction.  They  are  constant.  Hemaining  corrup¬ 
tions  of  our  nature  furnish  an  element  from  which  every  species  of 
temptation  may  continually  gather  strength.  They  are  inuninent. 
Combining  their  energies,  they  press  with  a  powerful,  and  often  a  re¬ 
sistless  sway.  Whatever,  then,  goes  to  embarrass  the  progress  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  the  soul,  or  in  any  way  to  lower  the  tone  of  spiritual  mind¬ 
edness  in  believers,  is  an  object,  towards  which  their  wakeful  solici¬ 
tude  should  ever  be  directed.  Against  causes,  whatever  they  may  be,  ' 
which  abate  the  living  influence  of  personal  piety,  th^y  should  steadi¬ 
ly  watch.  These  causes  are,  doubtless,  different  according  to  the 
various  characters,  pursuits,  and  conditions  of  men.  While  the  world, 
the  native  corruptions  of  the  heart,  and  the  Prince  of  darkness  are 
the  grand  causes,  whose  combined  influence  includes  all  others,  there 
are  some  of  a  secondary  character,  whose  operation  is  more  immedi¬ 
ate,  and  against  the  pernicious  .tendency  of  which,  it  is  not  less  need¬ 
ful  to  watch*  Some  of  these  will  be  mentioned.  A  spirit  of  self 
tWu/genjC€  is  directly  hostile  to  the  religion  of  the  heart.  Such  a  re¬ 
ligion  is,  in  its  nature,  abstract,  spiritual,  elevated,  and  holy.  The 
way  of  life  is  above  to  the  wise.’’  If  any  appetite  or  passion  is  suf^ 
fered  to  prevail,  it  will  bring  down  the  soul  from  this  high  way.  Its 
sublime  intercourse  with  spiritual  things  will  be  embarrassed  and  in¬ 
terrupted.  The  mind  will  become  stupified.  Its  power  of  moral 
discrimination  will  become  dull.  A  greater  and  greater  effort  will 
be  necessary  to  overcome  its  reluctance  to  converse  with  invisible 
.and  spiritual  objects.  Every  attempt  to  turn  the  thoughts  inward  will 
be  attended  with  increased  difficulty.  The  heart  acquiring  obduracy, 
by  the  prevalence  of  “  fleshy  lusts,”  will  resist,  with  growing  suc¬ 
cess,  all  endeavors  to  subject  it  to  an  impartial  inspection  and  faithful 
scrutiny.  Thus,  in  proportion,  as  this  trial  becomes  indispensable, 
its  difficulty  is  increased.  While  self-indulgence  prostrates  the  en¬ 
ergies  of  the  new  principle,  in  the  soul  of  believers,  it  imparts  a 
prodigious  violence  to  its  inherent  corruptions.  It  cripples  the 
power  of  the  new  nature,  but  rouses  the  old  to  redoubled  action.  It 
gradually  lulls  the  new  man”  to  sleep,  but  it  aws^es  the  old,  a 
**  strong  man  armed.”  Nor  do  these  consequences  ensue  only  when 
Ae  depraved  dispositions  gain  an  unchecked  indulgence.  Be  it  that 
only  a  single  appetite  is  suffered  to  prevail.  Its  fatal  effects  will  be 
felt.  Its  deadening  influence  will  pervade  the  soul.  The  spiritual 
frame  of  mind  will  be  impaired.  All  its  true  peace  and  comfort  will 
wither  and  die.  The  contagion  will  spread.  The  power  of  godli¬ 
ness  will  fall  before  it.  Other  bad  passions,  kindled  by  its  unhallow¬ 
ed  flame,  wiU  increase  and  raw.  ^d,  behold  how  great  a  matter 
a  tittle  fire  landleth.” 
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i^atn  confdence  is  dangerous  to  the  piety  of  believers.  It  is  dao-i 
gerous,  because  it  leads  to,  if  it  does  not  imply,  a  neglect  of  danger. 
All  grounds  of  confidence,  except  the  true,  must  have  a  pernicious, 
practical  influence.  They  necessarily  involve  danger.  It  is  the 
danger  that  constitutes  the  folly  of  self-confidence.  “  He  that  trust- 
eth  in  his  own  heart  is  a  fool.”  To  trust  in  what  will  inevitably  de¬ 
ceive — ^to  be  guided  by  what  must  lead  to  ruin,  is  the  summit  of  follj^ 
'And  yet  such  is  the  folly  of  every  species  of  vain  confidence.  It  must 
deceive — it  must  prove  ruinous.  Now,  to  some  sort  of  false  reli¬ 
ance,  retaining  shades  of  resemblance,  nearer  or  more  remote  to  that 
trust,  which  is  placed  only  in  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob,  all  Christians 
arc  more  or  less  strongly  inclined.  Some,  it  may  be,  depend  upon 
their  knowledge  of  divine  things.  They  have  an  extensive  acquain¬ 
tance  with  the  important  doctrines  of  the  Christian  system.  They  are 
skilful  in  the  defence  of  a  sound  faith.  They  may  have  been 

brought  up  at  the  feet”  of  no  ordinary  Gamaliel,  and  “  taught  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  perfect  manner  of  the  law  of  the  fathers,”  and  long 
^‘'zealous  towards  God.”  And  after  all,  they  may  be  secretly  confi¬ 
ding  in  their  superior  knowledge  of  those  very  doctrines,  which  tell  to 
the  most  illiterate  believer,  that  such  a  confidence  is  vain  and  ruinous. 
They  may  think  to  be  saved  by  the  truth,  because  they  know  it. 
They  may  depend  on  the  measure  of  their  knowledge,  and  not  at  all 
upon  the  extent  of  their  obedience.  They  may  estimate  their  prog¬ 
ress  in  Christian  purity  by  the  accuracy  of  their  view,  and  not  by  the 
dispositions  of  the  heart,  and  the  pious  tenour  of  the  life.  In  short, 
Christians  may  become  persuaded  that  they  arc  safe,  because  they 
knew  the  way  of  safety.  To  such  it  may  be  said,  you  have  reason  to 
fear,  because  you  have  no  fear.  Because  you  confide  in  the  mere 
knowledge,  and  notin  the  deep  and  constant  experience  of  the  truth. 
Because  you  derive  the  evidence  of  your  Christian  character  from 
the  conformity  of  your  speculative  notions  to  the  sure  testimony  of 
God,  and  not  from  that  humility,  penitence,  and  love  which  must 
spring  from  a  cordial  and  abiding  belief  of  that  testimony.  Such  a 
confidence  is  the  building  upon  the  sand. 

Others  again,  putting  asunder  what  God  has  joined  together — sepa¬ 
rating  their  inward  religious  experience  from  the  outward  and  invaria¬ 
ble  fruits  of  piety,  loojt  only  to  what  th^  have  felt,  or  may  occa¬ 
sionally  feel,  for  evidence  of  their  sale  estate.  It  cannot  for  a 
moment  be  doubted,  that  the  exercises  of  the  heart  furnish  to  the 
mind  of  believers  some  token  of  their  piety  ;  but  it  can  not  be  safe  to 
fix  the  mind  exclusively  on  these,  when  collecting  evidence  on  which 
to  build  our  hopes.  If  we  have  no  other  foundation  for  our  confi¬ 
dence  before  God,  the  case  is  a  clear  one— our  hope  is  the  spider^s 
web.”  Religion  is  an  active  principle.  It  cannot  be  shut  up  in  the 
soul.  It  will  be  seen  in  holy  actions.  Humble  and  retiring  as  it  is,  it 
will  not  shun  notice,  when  arrayed  in  its  appropriate  character.  If 
the  day  star”  has  arisen  in  the  heart,  it  will  shine  forth.  If  the 
flame  of  ardent  piety  bums  there,  light,  and  warmth,  and  animation 
will  be  diffused  abroad.  If  our  souls*  have  really  been  touched 
from  heaven,”  they  will  urge  us  forward  in  a  life  of  practical  godli¬ 
ness.  If  ours  are  the  inward  exercises  of  grace,  our  conversation 
will  savour  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  and  our  conduct  will  **  odom  the 
doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour.”  That  confidence  then,  in  the  genuine- 
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ness  of  our  religion,  which  is  gained  from  an  observation  of  our  in¬ 
ward  exercises,  but  which  wpuld  be  destroyed  by  an  impartial  exami* 
nation  of  its  practical  efficacy,  is  vain,  delusive  and  dangerous.  The 
piety  of  Christians  is  likewise  exposed  to  injury  from  an  excessive  fond^ 
ness  for  the  respect  and  friendship  of  the  world.  There  is,  doubtless, 
in  the  true  disciples  of  J esus  a  msposition  to  forget,  or  too  seldom  to 
enter  into  the  full  meaning  of  what  he  said  to  his  immediate  followers — 
“  Ye  are  hot  of  the  world  even  as  I  am  not  of  the  world.’*  But  al¬ 
though  the  spiritual  disciples  of  the  Saviour  “  are  not  of  the  world,” 
they  are  nevertheless  in  the  world.  They  are  compassed  about  with 
its  characteristick  allurements.  They  must  mingle  in  the  Crowd  of 
the  “  mighty  Babel.”  They  must,  in  some  degree,  feel  the  bewilder¬ 
ing  impulse  of  its  conflicting  pursuits.  They  must  sympathize  with 
its  little  temporal  interests.  Thwir  associates  must  often  be  those,  who 
have  their  portion  here,  or  they  “  toust  needs  go  out  of  the  world.” 
Connected  in  the  difierent  relations  of  life  with  those,  who  are  decid- 
edly  averse  to  the  spirit  of  vital  Christianity,  they  must  often  be  brought 
into  circumstances,  in  which  they  will  be  powerfullv  urged,  to  abate 
the  rigour  of  their  creed,  to  depress  the  standard  of  their  piety  ,  and 
to  evince  a  less  rigid  conformity  to  the  high  spiritual  tone  of  the  gos¬ 
pel.  Those  Christians  must  have  been  but  little  conversant  with  the 
world,  and  still  less  with  their  own  hearts,  who  have  not  been  con¬ 
scious  of  a  strong  inducement  to  such  a  edition  with  the  children  of 
this  world.  And  they  are  happy  Christians,  who  have  never  been  in¬ 
duced  to  any  compliances,  which  involve  even  a  measured  dereliction 
of  their  religious  profession.  To  not  a  few,  such  predicaments  have 
been  the  brinks  of  temptations,  too  violent  to  be  resisted — or  rather 
the  vortex,  where,  if  they  did  not  make  shipwreck 'oi  their  faith,  they, 
lost,  for  a  season,  the  anchor  of  their  hope.  But  when  consequences 
thus  deplorable  do  not  ensue,  the  respect  and  good  will  of  the  irreli¬ 
gious  are  often  purchased,  at  the  expense  of  much  spiritual  comfort. 
Endeavouring  to  maintain  a  familiarity  and  reciprocal  interchange  of 
sentiment  and  feelings  with  such  as  disrelish  the  truth,  and  the  charac¬ 
ter  formed  under  its  saving  influence,  cannot  fail  to  wear  away  the 
spiritual-mindedness  of  real  Christians.  It  must  abate  their  ardour  in 
the  service  of  their  Master.  It  must  diminish  their  “  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness.”  It  must  throw  a  deadening  weight  on  those  new¬ 
born  energies,  which  enable  the  soul  to  “  mount  up  with  wings  as  ea¬ 
gles.”  It  must  leave  the  Christian  with  scarcely  any  thing  peculiar  to 
the  character,  but  the  name.^  While,  then,  such  a  fondness  for  the  re¬ 
spect  and  esteem  of  the  world  so  generally  exists  in  the  minds  of  be¬ 
lievers — so  directly  exposing  to  danger  their  piety,  thgir  happiness, 
and  their  all,  should  they  not  watch? 

I  observe  in  the  last  place,  that  Christians  are  liable  to  endanger 
their  spiritual  interests,  by  needlessly  and  presumptuously  venturing  on 
the  borders  of  danger.  It  was  by  such  means,  that  the  ardent  and  im¬ 
petuous  Peter  fell.  His  was  a  presumptuous  carelessness.  “  Though 
all  men  forsake  thee,  yet  will  not  I.”  He  feared  not,  and  therefore 
had  reason  to  fear.  Presuming  on  his  own  safety,  because  ignorant  of 
the  evils  that  surrounded  him,  he  threw  himself  into  a  current,  where 
his  pqwer  of  self-controul  was  gone.  “Evils  are  rather  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed  than  opposed.”  It  is  the  language  of  both  reason  and  scripture, 
rather  to  retire  from  dangers*,  than  directly  to  oppose  them.  “  Keep 
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tbyself  UDSpotted  from  the  world.”  That  power  of  self-controul 
which  would  preserve  Christians  safe,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  be¬ 
comes  weakness  in  the  atmosphere  of  danger.  Their  highest  good, 
then,  is  best  secured,  not  by  trying  their  strength,  and  rushing  uncall¬ 
ed,  where  perils  abouAd,  but  in  retreating  from  every  “  appearance  of 
evil.”  Their  safety  consists  less  in  the  degree  of  their  actual  strength 
for  the  contest,  than  in  their  cautious  watchfulness  against  an  occasion 
for  its  exercise.  '  Let,  then,  the  followers  of  the  Savior,  copying  his 
example  and  obeying  his  direction,  watch.  Let  them  exercise  a  con¬ 
stant  vigilance  against  a  spirit  of  self  indulgence,  a  vain  confidence,  the 
snares  of  the  world,  and  all  approaches  to  danger.  In  this  lies  their 
safety.  By  this,  through  divine  aid,  their  immortal  interests  shall  be 
protected  from  the  three  grand  enemies  of  their  souls.”  WhcU  I  say 
unto  yoUy  Isay  unto  ally  watch, 

J.  C. 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

AN  ADDRESS  AT  COMMUNION. 

Jkfr.  Editor y 

I  am  sometimes  in  the  habit,  of  omitting  to  preach  a  sermon  on  the 
Sabbath  afternoon,  when  we  attend  the  communion  service.  With  the 
ordinary  exercises  of  singing  and  prayer,  I  deliver  an  address,  and  then 
attend  to  the  distribution  of  the  elements.  1  think  this  method  pos¬ 
sesses  some  advantages,  over  that  which  is  most  common  in  New-£ng- 
land.  As  it  may  perhaps  accord  with  the  object  of  the  Evangelist,  I 
send  you  an  address,  prepared  for  such  an  occasion.  It  is  founded  on 
1  John  iv.  20,  21. 

The  spirit  of  benevolence  is  one  and  the  same.  Let  it  be  exhibited 
among  the  pure  spirits  resident  in  eternal  glory,  or  let  it  dwell  darken¬ 
ed  and  impaired  amidst  the  guilt  and  the  turmoil  of  the  earth,  it  is  of 
the  same  pure  and  unspotted  character.  No  situation  can  mar  its  love-. 
\  liness — no  circumstances  can  destroy  its  excellence.  In  its  own  bright 

region  of  peace,  it  unveils  its  beauties  in  their  highest  perfection  ;  and 
Others,  from  its  infinite  fountain,  its  exhaustless  elements  of  happiness 
^  and  delight.  '  It  forms  that  peirading  principle,  which  binds  together 

^  the  innumerable  multitudes,  before  the  throne  of  God ;  and  which 

sheds  upon  them,  that  unceasing  and  undoying  bliss,  that  fills  and  sat- 
"  isfies  their  highest  capacities.  The  bond,  that  thus  unites  the  kingdom 
of  glory,  extends  its  connecting  power  to  the  church  below  ;  and  the 
spirit  of  benevolence  is  found  here,  giving  to  all  our  prayers,  and  all 
our  charities,  and  all  our  intercourse,  that  happiness,  which  istheear- 
I  nest,  and  the  foretaste  of  our  everlasting  delights  in  Heaven.  We  may 
i  perceive,  it  is  one  and  the  same,  as  it  emanates  from  God  himself,  and 
widens  and  extends,  until  it  pervades  the  church  universal — ^until  it 
\  folds  in  its  ample  bosom,  the  sons  of  God  of  every  clime  and  eveiy 
world,  in  the  extended  dominions  of  the  Almighty. 

\  How  grand,  how  wonderful  is  this  principle !  presiding  over  the 
j  plans  and  pervading  all  the  actions  of  the  infinite  Qod ;  and  yet  finding 
a  field  for  its  operation  in  the  bosom  and  the  conduct  of  the  most  un- 
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tutored  Christian,  like  the  analagous  principle  of  gravitation,  in  the 
terial  universe,  which,  while  it  binds  the  planets  in  their  orbits  and 
gives  bgauty  and  regularity  and  harmony  to  the  suns  and  systems  that 
people  the  infinite  space,  operates  on  the  pebble  in  our  streets,  and 
subjects  every  particle  of  matter  to  its  influence^  The  profession  of 
the  religion  of  Christ,  as  an  effective  principle,  is  the  profession  of 
this  benevolence  ;  and  the  profession  of  it,  unites  us  to  the  vast  compa¬ 
ny  of  the  faithful,  and  introduces  us  to  the  family  of  God.  We  be¬ 
come  heirs  of  grace,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ  to  an  heavenly  inher¬ 
itance. 

In  the  passage,  we  have  read,  you  have,  my  brethren,  an  illustra¬ 
tion  of  this  spirit,  in  the  feelings  which  it  will  excite  towards  those, 
who  are  possessors  of  it.  If  it  is  yours,  you  will  love  its  author,  and 
all  those,  who  are  partakers  of  it.  If  a  man  say,  I  love  God,  and  ha- 
teth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar.  Why  ?  because  if  he  loves  not  the  spir¬ 
it  of  benevolence  in  the  brother,  who  displays  it,  how  can  he  love  it  in 
God,  whom  he  hath  not  seen.  In  loving  a  spiritual  being,  you  can  on¬ 
ly  love  the  principles  of  his  character.  If  then  you  cannot  love  this 
spirit  in  your  brother,  you  cannot  love  it  in  God  ;  for  it  is  one  and  the 
same,  whether  you  consider  it,  as  displayed  by  your  heavenly  Father, 
or  your  earthly  brother.  This  unity  of  spirit — this  oneness  of  prin¬ 
ciple  pervades  all,  who  are  united  to  the  invisible  church,  and  the  pos¬ 
session  of  it  gives  any  one  a  just  claim  to  its  privileges  and  its  hopes. 
It  is  this,  and  this  alone,  that  connects  any  one  with  Heaven — it  is  this, 
and  this  alone,  that  forms  within  us  the  image  of  Christ  and  the  hope 
of  eternal'  glory.  It  is  the  possession  of  this  that  gives  the  Christian 
his  peculiarity,  in  the  midst  of  a  perverse  generation,  who  are  lovers 
of  pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God— and  this  it  is,  which  attaches  to 
all  those  who  are  united  to  Christ.  Our  most  constant  desires  are  put 
forth  to  acquire  an  habitual  possession  of  it,  and  our  strongest  affections 
are  placed  upon  it,  as  the  great  object  of  our  attainment.  Satisfied  that 
no  other  bond  will  unite  us  to  God — satisfied  that  no  other  spirit  will 
liken  ns  to  the  temper  of  Heaven,  we  exert  our  utmost  effort  to  attain 
this  ;  and  expect  to  find  in  its  possession,  that  which  forms  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  uninterrupted  happiness. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  is  very  apparent,  that  th^  possession  oi 
this  love,  or  benevolence,  will  form  the  principal  foundation  of  our  re*> 
ligious  character.  We  can  judge  of  its  existence  only  by  its  display  ; 
and  seeing  it  harmonizes  with  nothing,  but  itself— that  it  unites  and 
identifies  itself  with  nothing,  which  does  not  partake  of  the  same  puri¬ 
ty  and  excellence,  the  proofs  of  its  existence  become  the  prbofs  of 
our  piety.  The  proof  of  its  existence  is  said,  by  the  apostle,  to  be 
love  to  our  brethren,  or  to  all,  who  possess  this  benevolence. 

We  may  here  femark,  what  perhaps  is  already  sufficiently  obvious, 
that  the  temper,  of  which  we  have  spoken,  gives  to  all  Christians,  a 
unity  of  feeling  ;  a  unity  of  purpose  ;  a  unity  of  object ;  a  unity  of 
hope.  Of  each  of  these,  we  cannot  now  speak  .particularly  ;  but  it 
must  be  perfectly  apparent  to  any  one,  that  whenever  this  spirit  of 
benevolence  exists,  there  will  be  a  unity  of  feeling,  because  it  is  al¬ 
ways  one  and  the  same,  drawing  its  consolation  from  the  same  foun¬ 
tain  of  eternal  goodness.  Equally  obvfbus  must  it  be,  that  there  will 
be  a  unity  of  purpose,  because  the  same  motives  excite  its  getion  in 
every  bosom  where  it  resides.  Ndthing  can  rouse  it,  which  is  not,  in 
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its  owti  datura,  calculated  to  excite  it ;  and  whatever  that  may  be,  it 
will  operate  upon  it,  in  all  circumstanees,  in  which  it  can  exist.  As  to 
the  objectSy  which  engage  its  attention,  they  are  uniformly  the  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  the  divine  comm^ds,  or  the  seeking  the  welfare  of  otherr. 
And  if  you,  my  brethren, ^possess  this  spirit,  and  have  any  adequate 
conceptiourof  the  value  of  the  soul,  you  will  find  that  your  benevo¬ 
lence  will  display  itself  in  striving  to  promote  the  salvation  of  all 
around  you.  It  seeks  not  its  owny.hut  the  things  that  are  Chrisfs,  ^  , 

And  where  does  this  benevolence  fasten  its  hoip^s  ?  On  Heaven  and'  I 
the  image  of  Christ.  It  rejoices  in  hope  of  entering  the  mansions  of 
eternal  bliss,  and  ^f  there  awaking  in  the  image  of  Christ.  It  seeks  • 
not^ honor,  nor  glory,  nor  praise,  unless  it  be  the  honor  and  glory  of 
being  found  in  the  image  of  God.  His  hopes,  then,  are  one  and  the 
same — planted  on  the  same  object — subject  to  the  same  joys— held  by 
the  same  faith.  There  must,  then,  of  necessity,  be  a  unity  of  feel¬ 
ing,  and  a  unity  of  purpose,  and  a  unity  of  objects,  and  a  unity  of 
hopes  in  all  those  who  possess  the  spirit  of  benevolence  in  their 
hearts — a  unity,  which  no  situation  can  destroy,  no  circumstances 
prevent.  It  rises  above  the  distinction'!  of  name  and  of  party.  It  has 
to  do  neither  with  the  one  nor  the  other.  It  looks^mply  and  alone 
to  the  advancement  of  its  own  purposes  of  Ibve  and  kindUess.  We 
are  accustomed  to  look  at  Christianity  only  through  the  medium  of  its 
sects  and  its  parties.  ^  We  speak  of  this  and  of  that  name.  We  tell  of 
Baptists,  and  Methodists,  and  Episcopalians,  and  Roman  Catholics,  and 
Congregationalists  of  Paul  and-Apollos,  and  Cephas,  but  if  this  spirit 
of  benevolence  unites  our  hearts,  we  are  all  one.  Name  and  dis¬ 
tinction  are  unknown  on  the  records  of  Heaven  ;  it  is  all  oUe  in 
Christ ;  it  is  one  Lord,  one  fahh,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father 
of  all.”  It  matters  not  for  our  salvation,  what  denomination  we  are 
connected  with,  if  we  have  the  spirit  of  benevolence,  which  con¬ 
nects  us  with  Heaven,  and  unites  us  to  the  church  of  the  first  bom, 
and  the  spirits  .of  the  just  made  perfect.  And,  if  we  have  not  this 
spirit,  we  may  call  ourselves  by  all  the  names  in  Christendom,  and 
it  will  not  unite  us  to  Christ.  * 

You  will  perceive  then,  tirethren,  that  if  you  are  followers  of  the 
Savior,  you  are  possessors  of  his  spirit,  and  are  united  to  him  in  the 
temper  of  your  hearts  ;  that  you  are  not  only  members  of  Christ,  but 
members  also  one  of  another  ;  that  you  are  partakers  of  the  same 
spirit have  all  drunk  of  the  same  “  well  of  water,  springing  up  unto 
eternal  life.”  How  close  and  intimate  then,  the  connection,  which 
binds  Christians  together  I  How  strong  and  ardent  should  be  their 
attachmept !  “  Should  6c,”  did  I  say  ?  How  close  it  tc,  and  must 

6c,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  spirit,  that  lives  and  breathes  within 
them  \  Well  might  the  apostle  pronounce  him  a  liar,  that  should  say 
he  loves  God,  the  principles  of  his  character,  and  hates  his  brother, 
possessed  of  the  san\e  character,  though  in  a  less  degree.  Well  may 
it  be  regarded  as  a  thing  impossible  to  have  oor  hearts  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  spirit  of  benevolence,  and  still  to  reg^,  with  indiffer¬ 
ence,  the  brother,  who  makes  his  life^the  expression  of  th^  spirit. 
There  is,  there"  can  be,  nothing  but  affectioh  between  those,  who  love 
this  spirit  with  their  whole  heart.  They  are,  and  they  will  be  bound 
I  up,  as  it  were,  in  each  other.  They  will  all  ^longto  the  same  fami¬ 
ly— -all  rejoice  in  the  same  hopeo — all  be  partakers  of  the  same  de- 
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sires,  and  all  be  animated  by  the  aame  truths.  It  must  then  follow  , 
necessity,^ that  they  will  esteem  each  other  ia  proportion,  as  they 
esteem  this  spirit  of  Heaven ;  and  their  affections  will  burn  witn 
a  bri^t  and  vivid  flame,  or  languish  and  gq  out  in  darkness,  as  they  are 
or  are  not  partakers  of  this  Spirit.  Christians,  who  love  not  their 
brethren— Christians,  whose  hearts  are  not  warmed  with  a  holy  fer¬ 
vor,  on  the  approach  of  a  friend  of  Christ,  must  relinquish  their  hope  ^ 
of  a  good  estate.  They  possess  not  the  spirit,  which  will  unite  them 
to  the  Heavenly  host.  They  cannot  sing  forever  the  song  of  Moses 
and  the  Lamb. 

In  the  ordinance  before  us,  we  hate  a  public  expression  of  our  be¬ 
ing  partakers  of  that  love,  which  is  stronger  than  death — ^which  is 
purifying  as  the  presence  of  God.  And  if  we  can  come  to  it,  without 
the  most  delight^  regard  for  the  spirit  and  temper  of  our  brethren, 
so  far  as  they  are  like  Christ,  we  may  be  sure  we  are  not  of  his  fold« 

I  do  not  mean,  that  you  should  simply  be  able  to  say,  you  have  nothing 
against  your  brother  ;  that  you  have  no  fault  to  find  ;  that  you  regard  ' 
him  with  some  degree  of  pleasure.  You  must  do  more,  you  must 
possess  a  strong  affectifOn,  an  ai^nt  attachment  to  all  the  members  of 
the  body  of  Chrii^,  or  ;j^ou  have  no  just  claim  to  a  place  among  them.  I 
This  feast  is  a  feast  of  love.  It  spea^  only  of  love— of  pure,  j 
.  heavenly,  elevated  love.  This  is  angels’  food.  It  k*  the  symboltcsd  | 
expression  of  our  union  to  the  vast  company  of  the  faithful,  ai^  of  our 
being  one  with  the  heavenly  throng.  Did  you  never  think  what  rap¬ 
ture  would  swell  your  hearts,  if  ever  admitted  to  unite  with  the  in¬ 
numerable  company  of  blood-bought  souls  in  the  presence  of  God, 
and  to  shout  with  them,  glory,  and  honor,  and  praise,  and  dominion  is 
due  to  him,  who  sits  on  thedhrone,  for  he  redeemed  us  by  his  blood, 
and  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God.  And  the  same  feeling  should 
predominate  in  our  hearts  to-day,  and  fill  us  with  joy  unspeakable, 
and  love  widiout  degree. 

True,  we  are  not  in  Heaven,  but  we  have  spread  before  us  heav¬ 
enly  objects,  heavei^  food,  heavenly  love,  smd  offers  of  commumon 
with  our  heavenly  Father.  Come,  then,  like  a  band  of  brothers, 
who,  thou^  separated  from  their  father’s  house,  meet  around  the 
table  spread  by  his  bounty,  and  renew  die  pledges  of  mutual  affection 
and  mutual  assistance,  until  they  shaH  mtive  at  their  home,  to  eqjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  toil,  and  the  smiles  of  his  presence  forever  and  ever. 

J.  W. 

^  :  FOR  tHS  EVANGELIST.  ^  . 

A  REPiiV. 

Mr.  Editor, 

In  the  Evangelist  for  May,  there  appeared  same  observa¬ 
tions,  taken  from  the  Chri^an  Mirror,  on  the  subject  of  exchanges 
between  Trinitarian  and  Unitarian  ministers,  which  seem  to  me  to  do 
no  little  injustice  to  some  persona,  on  whom,  with  others,  they  were 
evidently  designed  to  bear  with  a  very .  heavy  hand.  In  submitting 
some  remarks  on  diis  extraonUnaqr  production,  it  is  not  my  desi^  to 


render  evil  for  evil,  or  railing  for  railing.  No  good  cavse  Beeds  the 
aid  of  ftoch  unhallowed  means  ;  nor  can  any  good  cause  be  benefitted  by 
thctt.  Nor  is  it  my  design  to  enter  the  lists  with  the  Editor  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Mirror^  as  a  disputant,  either  on  any  point^about  which  Trinitari¬ 
ans  or  Unitmans  dis^ee,  or  on  the  subject  of  th,eir  ministerial  ex¬ 
changes.  My  object  is  to  correct  an  erroneous  statement,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  ctdculated  to  leave  a  fsdse  impression  on  the  minds  of  your 
readers,  very  much  to  the  injury  of  some  of  those,  whom  this  Editor  * 
has  been  pleased  to  enrol  in  his  list  of  Unitarians.  Had  be  merely 
spoken  of  Unitarians  generally,  without  being  more  particular,  1,  for 
one,  should  have  suffered  his  remarks  to  pass,  without  suspecting  my¬ 
self  to  be  included  in  the  term,  as  intended  to  be  understood.  But  he 
has  careiuUy  guarded  against  this,  by  distinctly  naming  several  denom¬ 
inations,  who  are  all  to  be  included  in  the  general  term,  and  by  giving 
it  to  be  plainly  understood,  that  he  means  to  include  those  of  M  de¬ 
nominations,  who  do  not  holdtkt  head  with^Trinitarians  that  is,  I 
suppose,  all  who  do  not  assent  to  the  doctrines,  that  there  are  three 
persons  in  the  Godhead,’*  and  that  the  l^rd  Jesi^^  Christ  is,  tn  ku  own 
proper  person^ the  only  living  and  true  God.”  H^oes,  indeed,  ad¬ 
mit  that  there  may  possibly  he  here  and  there4an  *^^omaly,”  **  one 
in  more  than  a  thousand,  who  does  not”  thus  **  hold  the  head  with  Trin¬ 
itarians,  hut  yet  **  agrees  with  them  in  toeae^^^  (i.  e.  in  some  one,)  oth¬ 
er  point.”  But  even  this  kind  exception  is  so  made,  Uiat  it  is  difSicult 
to  perceive  how  any  individual  can  avail  himself  of  the  favor.  Now, 

Mr.  Editor,  I  am  myself,  one  of  those,  who  cannot  find  the  above  na¬ 
med  doctrines  to  he  fairly  supported  by  the  word  of  God :  yet  such  are 
my  views  of  Christian  doctrine,  and  of  what  constitutes  Christian  char¬ 
acter,  that  I  cannot  but  feel  myself  deeply  injured  by  such  imputations 
as  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Mirror  has,  it  seems  to  me  very  unwar¬ 
rantably,  cast  upon  me. 

Jn  respect  to  the  difference  of  opinion  between  Trinitarians  and 
Unitarians,  this  Editor  is  pleased  to  say,  U  is  to  be  remembered  that 
the  difference  does  not  exist  on  one  subject  only,  but,  on  the  whole 
range  of  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  A  Trinitarian  be« 
lieves,  that  the  Son  is  Jehovah,  and  the  Holy  Cohost  Jehovah,  as  well 
as  the  Father  ;  that  Jesus  Christ  is  God  manifest  in  the  flesh  ;  thataU 
men  are  before  conversion,  enemies  of  God,  and  justly  condemned  by 
ah  eternal  law  to  endless  punishment  ';  that  Christ  died  a  vicarious  sac-  ' 
rifice  for  sinners ;  that  none  are  ^ved  but  by  pardon  through  bis  blood ; 
that  all  who  receive  eternal  life  are  renewed  by  the  special  agency  of 
God  the  spirit ;  and  that  they,  who  have  believed  in  God,  should  live 
godly  in  Christ  Jesus.  Unitarians,  (including  Sabellians,  Arians,  Wor- 
cesterians,  Socinians,  and  Humanitarians,)  deny  the  above  doctrines,  or 
pass  over  them  in  their  preaching,  or  explain  them  away  till  the  whole 
substance  is  gone.”  He  says  again,  We  have  not  room  to  trace  the 
opposition  of  views  through  the  whole  series*  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
the  same  contrariety  of  views  may  be  found  throughout.  We  would, 
for  instance  be  ready  to  take  the  sinrie  article  of  good  works,  or  a 
chrittian  lije^  to  show-  the  opposition  ^  the  svstems  to  each 

From  the  above  statement,  it  would  seem  tW,  in  the  view  of  the 
writer,  all  Trinitarians  do,  of  course  assent  to  all  the  leading  doctrines 
of  the  gospel,  and  entertain  correct  views  of  the  whole  Christian 
scheme.  While  on  the  other  hand,  tiioM  who  reject  the  doctrine  of 
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the  Trinityi  do  also  reject  all  the  leading  troths  of  the  gospel,  and  en¬ 
tertain  utterly  incorrect  views  of  whatever  pertains  to  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Now,  I*  freely  own  that  I  was  not  aware  that  it  had 
come  quite  to  this,  in  the  opinion  of  any  body.  I  really  thought  it  was 
still  greatly  feared,  even  by  some  Trinitarians  themselves,  that  many 
who  hold  with  them  in  this  point,  did  not  give  a  very  full  assent  to  all 
the  doctrines  above  specified.  In  short,  that  many  Trinitarians,  as. 
well  as  many  Unitarians,  did  “  dewy”*  them,  orpau  them  over  in  their 
preaching  or  eocplatn  them  away,”  and  did  entertain  very  loose  and  er¬ 
roneous  notions,  in  respect  to  the  article  of  good  worke^  or  a  ckris* 
tian  lifey  I  did  suppose,  for  example,  that  it  was  thought  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend  that  a  great  majority  of  Roman  Catholics,  to  name 
no  others,  though  all  staunch  Trinitarians,  are  yet  very  deficient  in 
their  views  of  some  leading  doctrines  of  the  gospel ;  and,  particularly, 
in  “  the  article  of  good  worksy  or  o  Christian  ItfeJ*^  But,  that  part  of 
the  above  statement,  whlbh  I  am  especially  concerned  to  correct,  re¬ 
lates  to  some,  who  are  not  Trinitarians,  in  the  common  acceptation  of 
that  term.  Perhaps  this  cannot  be  done  better  than  by  briefly  stating 
some  of  my  own  views. 

For  myself,  then,  I  do  verily  believe,  That  God  is  one  ;  numeri¬ 
cally  one  in  essence  and  attributes. That  he  is  one  infinitely  excel¬ 
lent  and  glorious  Being,  or  Person,  in  contradistinction  from  his  being 
three  Persons,  “  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,”  each  of  whom  **  has  | 
numerically  the  same  essence^  and  the  same  perfectionSy  so  far  as  they 
are  known  to  us.”t  In  fine,  that,  to  us  there  is  but  one  God,  the 
FATHER.”  I  believe  it,  because  it  seems  to  me  to  be  inscribed,  as  with 
a  sunbeam,  upon  every  page  of  the  Bible.  I  also  believe  that  ‘‘  there 
is  one  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  man  Christ  Jesus  ;  that 
this  “  one  Mediator,”  “  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,”  is  **  the  Son  of  the 
living  God,”  “  the  brightness  oP’  the  Father’s  glory,  and  the  ex¬ 
press  image  of  his  Person  ;”  and  that,  in  himdwelleth  all  the  fulness 
of  the  Godhead.”  I  believe  that  he  has  a  real  proper  personality,  or 
being,  which  is  distinct  from  the  being  of the  only  true  God,”  “  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;”  and  that  it  was  in  this 
Person,  that  “  God  wasJ  manifest  in  the  flesh.”  Thus  far,  “  this  I 
confess  unto  th^e,  that  after  the  way  which”  some  call  heresy,  so 
worship  I  the  God  of  my  Fathers.”  Atthe  same  time,  I  do  as  firmly  be¬ 
lieve,  as  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Mirror,'  or  any  other  man  can  be¬ 
lieve,  that  all  men  are,  before  conversion,  enimies  of  God,  and  just¬ 
ly  condemned  by  an  eternal  law  to  endless  punishment ;  that  Christ  di¬ 
ed  a  vicarious  sacrifice  for  sinners  ;  that  none  are  saved  but  by  par- 

*  Prof.  StuarPs  Letters  to  Mr.  CbanniDg,  p.  20.  f  Ibid. 

I  It  is  common  for  Trinitarian  writers,  as  does  tbe  Editor  of  the  Christian 
Mirror,  with  evident  allusion  to,  if  not  as  a  direct  quotation  of,  1  Tim.  iii.  16, 
to  say,  that  **  Jesus  Christ  is  God  manifest  in  the  flesh.**  This,  however,  is  not  , 
the  Apostle^s  language^  and  I  see  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  is  bis  meaning. 
Dr.  Doddridge  renders  the  passage,  God  was  manifested  in  the  flesh.”  That 
is,  evidently,  God  qiade  a  wooderfbl  manifestation  of  himself,  in  the  person  of 
his  Son.  So  our  Lord  says,  He  that  hath  seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father.” 
Not,  surely,  that  he  who  bad  seen  the  person  of  Christ,  bad  therefore,  seen  tbe 

eerson  of  the  Father.  For  No  man  bath  seen  God  it  any  time,”  hut,  **  the  only 
sgotten  Son,  which  is  in  tbe  bosom  of  the  Father,  be  hath  declar^  him.”'  1 
thuik  we  should  not  alter  the  f^raseology  of  Scripture  merely  to  render  it  more 
ihrorable  to  our  own  views.  ”  God  did  not  make  his  work  for  man  to  mend. 
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A  Reply. 

don  through  his  blood  ;  that  all  who  receive  eternal  life  are  renewed 
by  the  special  agency  of  God  “  by  his  holy  Spirit ;  and  that  they,  who 
have  beheved  in  God,  shouM  liye  godly  in  Christ  Jesus#”  All  these 
things,  and  many  other  things,  in  which  1  agree  with  that  class  of  Chris¬ 
tians  who  restrain  orthodoxy  themselves,  1  have  been  affirming  con¬ 
stantly,  in  public  and  in  private,  these  five  and  twenty  years.  Hence, 

I  cannot  but  consider  it  as  injurious  for  any  man  to  say,  or  to  insinuate^ 
that  1  “  deny  the  above  doctrines,  or  pass  over  them  in”  my  “  preach¬ 
ing,  or  explain  them  away  till  the  whole  substance  is  gone.”  It  cer? 
tainly  is  not  so  ;  and  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Mirror  should  be  told 
that  it  is  not  so.i  He  may  call  me  an  **  anomaly,”  or  a  heretic,  or 
whatever  else  he  pleases,  if  he  will  only  state  my  views  fairly.  He 
may  say,  too,  if  he  will,  that  he  thinks  I  am  inconsistent  with  myself. 
And  he  may,  if  he  can  do  it  fairly,  exclude  me  from  the  pulpit  of  eve¬ 
ry  Trinitarian  in  Christendom.  But,  Mr  Editor,  he  should  not  mts-  ' 
represent  me  and  others  who  hold  with  me.  He  should  not  impute  to 
us  a  dereliction  of  truths  of  the  gospel,  which  ar^dearer  to  us  than 
life  itself,  as  they  comprise  the  charter  of  all  our  hopes  of  salvation  lor 
ourselves,  and  for  the  dear  people,  to  whom  we  are  called  to  testify 
the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.” 

^ Will  you  allow  me,  while  on' this  subject,  to  nc^tice,  also,  one  pas¬ 
sage  in  the  Letters  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Miller.  •  It  is  as  follows  :  I  need 
not.inform  you,  my  brethren,  that  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  a 
practical  system,  is  a  religion  of  redeemed  recovered  sinners  ;  and 
that  there  are  certain  feelings  and  views  which  the  orthodox  suppose 
invariably  to  mark  the  return  of  a  convinced  and  repented  rebel  to  his 
reconciled  God,  and  his  subsequent  life  of  holy  obedience.  We  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  are  certain  general  principles,  which  are,  in  sub¬ 
stance,  realized  in  every  instance  of  genuine  repentance,  and  of  Chris¬ 
tian  walk  with  God.  We  suppose  that,  in  every  such  instance,  there 
is  an  impression  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  purity  of  his  law,  never 
experienced  before  ;  a  deep,  heartfelt  conviction  of  the  exceeding 
evil  and  ill-desert  of  sin  ;  a  cordid  hatred  of  it ;  a  sincere  mourning 
over  it;  and  hearty  turning  from  it  unto  God,  with  *full  purpose  of^ 
and  endeavors  after,  new  obedience an  affectionate  *  receiving 
and  resting  on  the  Lord  Jesus  alone  for  salvation,  as  he  is 
freely  offered  in  the  gospel an  habitual  looking  to  him  as  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  hope,  and  the  lim  of  the  soul ;  a  constant  disposition  to  glo¬ 
ry  in  his  cross  ;  a  deep  sense  of  obligation  to  him  for  justifying  right¬ 
eousness,  for  sanctifying  grace,  and  for  daily  strength  ;  a  hearty  re¬ 
nunciation  of  all  confidence  in  the  flesh ;  unfeigned  self-abasement  be¬ 
fore  God ;  daily  self-reproaches  on  account  of  daily  short  comings 
and  corruptions  ;  sincere  endeavors  to  crucify  the  flesh  with  the  affec¬ 
tions  and  lusts,  and  to  shun  the  very  appearance  of  evil ;  a  sense  of 
dependence,  and  a  love  of  dependence  on  free  and  rich  grace  ;  a 
governing  desire  to  glorify  Christ  in  body  and  spirit^  which  are  his  ; 
rejoicing  in  hope  of  his  ^ory,  and  sometimes  r^oicing  with  joy  un¬ 
speakable  and  full  of  glory.  Such  are  the  exercises,  which  the  or- 
tnodox  consider  as  essential,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  <  all  true 
religion ;  which  they  believe  to  be  strongly  pourtrayed  in  the  Bible, 
as  constituting  the.  essence  of  Christian  character ;  and  which  they 
are  persuaded  will  ever  nfeet  h  response  of  deep  and  delightful  inter¬ 
est,  in  the  bosom  oC  every  one  who  loves  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in 
sincerity.” 


29t 


A  Reply. 

With  refer^ce  to  this  view  of  experimeDtal  religion,  in  connection 
with  several  other  things  of  a  somewhat  similar  nature,  the  Doctor 
is  pleas^  to  say,  I  suppose,'' indeed,  that^fio  Unitarian  living,  would^ 
think  it  any  compliment,  to  have  either  the  belief,  or  the  experience 
of  such  exercises  as  f  referred  to  above,  ascribed  to  him.” 

Now,  ihe  remark  which  I  wish  for  the  privilege  of  making  upon  these 
things  is,  that,  if  all  are  properly  Unitarians,  whom  the  E^tor  of  the 
Christian  Mirror  has  enumerated  as  such  ;  in  short,  if  all  are  Unita¬ 
rians,  who  believe  that  “  God  is  one,  numerically  one^^  in  being  and 
person,  as  well  as  in  essence  and  attributes,”  the  Doctor  is  most 
certainly  mistaken.  The  view  he  has  given  of  the  exercises  and 
feelings  of  Christians  is,  so  far  as  it  goes,  such  as  I  have  endeavor¬ 
ed  to  impress  upon  those,  to  whom  I  have  been  caUed*  to  preach  the 
gospel,  during  &e  whole  course  of  my  ministry  ;  and  I  indulge  the 
hope,  too,  that  God  has  been  pleased,  in  some  measure,  to  bless  my 
poor  labors,  and,  by  accompanying  them  with  the  influences  of  his 
holy  Spirit,  to  make "  them  instrumental,  in  a  goodly  number 
of  happy  instances,  of  such  religious  experience,*  and  of  some 
'  of  those  “  fruits  of  righteousness  which,”  being  connected  with 
such  experience,  “  are,  by  Jesus  Christ,  unto  the  glory  and  praise  of 
God.”  Nor  is  «ucb  the  case  with  myself  alone.  Others,  whose  be¬ 
lief  respecting  the  divine  unity,  and  the  character  of  him  whom  **  the 
Father  sent  to  be  the  Savior  of  the  world,”  is  in  agreement  with 
mine,  have  pursued  a  similar  course,  and  with  very  considerable  ap¬ 
parent  success.  I  might  even  point  to  one  aged,  and  venerable,  and 
much  respected  servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  whose  views,  in  respect  to. 
these  subjects,  harmonize  with  mine,  who,  I  am  persuaded  almost  all 
his  Trinitarian  brethren  around  him  would  cheerfully  confess,  has 
been  one  of  the  most  faithful,  and,  in  proportion  to  the  population  of 
his  parish,  one  of  the  most  successful  ministers  of  the  gospel,  now 
^  living  in  New-England.  Indeed,  were  Dr.  Miller  well  ac(]mainted  with 
a  few  churches,  to  which  he  might  be  pointed,  in  New-£ngland,  be 
could  not  doubt  that  there  are  hundreds  of  professing  Christians  living, 
whose  belief  in  the  divine  unity  is  such  as  I  have  expressed,  who 
would,  neveTtheless,  feel  themselves  not  a  little  injured  to  have  their 
belief  of  such  exercises,”  as  he  has  described,  called  in  question, 

'  and  who  give  very  pleasing  evidence,  too,  that  they  are  experimen- 
tally^acquainted  with  such  exercises  exercises,  which,  by  his  own 
^  concession,  constitute  the  essence  of  characteh.” 

The  truth  is,  or,  at  least,  it  appears  to  me  to  be,  that,  as  there  are 
many  who  do  not,  so  there  are  many  who  do,  believe  in  the  common 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  whose  religious  belief,  in  other  respects,  and 
whose  views  of  the  nature  and  fruits  of  true  religion,  are  very  inade¬ 
quate,  and  erroneous,  and  dangerous ;  so,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
are  some  who  do  not,  as  well  as  many  who  do,  believe  in  this  doctrine, 
whose  religious  belief,  in  other  respects,  and  whose  views  of  the  na¬ 
ture  and  fruits  of  true  religion,  are.  in  a  good  degree,  in  agreement 
with  the  unerring  word.  And,  as  it  would  be  manifestly  improper, 
and  unjust,  and  even  cruel,  to  characterize  all  Trinitarians  from  those 
among  them,  whose  views  of  othef  ^octrines  are  farthest  from  the 
truth,  and  who  are  themselves  immersed  deepest  in  superstition,  and 
licentiousness;  so,  it  does  really  seem  to  me,  it  must  be  equally  im- 
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proper,  and  unjust,  and  cruel,  to  characterize  ril  Antitrkiitarians  from 
those  among  them,  who  have  departed  fartherest  from  the  simplicity, 
and  purity,  and  holiness,  o£.<^hri8tian  doctrine,  and  experience,  a^ 
practice,  and  approximate  nearest  to  downright  infidelity* 

'  Suffer  me,  Mr*  Editor,  in  coming  to  a  conclusion,  very  respectfully 
and  tenderly  to  remind  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Mirror,  and  other 
Trinitarians,  yes,  and  other  Antitrinitarians  too,  that  the  fundamental 
law  of  our  holy  religion  is,  All  things,  whatsoever  ye  would  that 
men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them  that  an  Apostle  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  has  said,  Though  1  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and 
understand  all  mysteries,  and  all  knowledge,  and  have  not  love,  1  am 
nothing;^’  and  that,  though  **now  abideth  faith,  hope,  love,  tfiese 
three,’’  yet  the  greatest  of  these  is  love.” 

-  CEPWAS. 


..  FOR  THE  EVAirOELlST. 


THE  FOOLISH  TRAVELLER* 


A  traveller,  on  his  road  to  B.,  came  to  a  place  where  the  road  sud- 
^denly  brcmcbed  out  into,  three*  He  inquired  of  a  clownish  fellow, 
who  stood  near  the  path,  which  was  his  road  to  B.,  and  was  told  to  go 
directly  forward.  Now  each  of  the  other  roads  appeared  level  and 
pleasant,  but  this  ascended  a  steep  hill,  and  was  very  rough  and  rocky. 
The  traveller  inquired,  whether  he  might  not  take  one  of  the  other 
roads,  and  was  answered  that  neither  of  them  would  lead  him  to  B. 
**  But,”  said  the  triiveller,  the  road  directly  forward  appears  so 
rough  and  unpleasant,  that !  have  a  mind  to  try  one  of  the  others  ; 
which,  Sir,  is  the  best?”  T  cannot  tell  you,”  was  the  answer; 

they  both  lead  wide  from  your  course,  and  will  neither  of  them 
bring  you  a  foot  nearer  to  B.  if  you  are  determined  to  take  one  of 
them,  you  must  take  which  you  please.”  **  Well,  Sir,’*  said  the 
traveller,  **  does  the  read  to  the  right  or  the  left  lie  nearest  to  my 
course  ?”  **  A  fool,”  said  the  rustic,  who  asks  direction,  and  yet 

is  unwilling  to  be  directed,  must  take  his  own  course.” 

So  ministers  of  the  gospel  are  often  pressed  with  the  question, 
whether  sinners  shall  pray  with  unbelieving,  impenitent  hearts,  or 
not  pray  at  all.  The  fact  is,  to  neglect  to  pray  is  one  of  the  ways  to 
hell ;  to  pray  with  an  unbelieving,  impenitent  heart,  is  another  ;  while 
to  pray  with  a  right  temper  is  the  only  path  to  heaven  ;  and  ministers 
ou^t  ^rect  them  accordingly.  And  if  any.  would  know  which  is  the 
greatest  sin,  to  pingr  with  an  impenitent  heart,  or  not  pray,  1  do  not 
know  that  a  minister  has  the  power  of  deciding.  If  ministers  tell 
sinners  less  than  their  doty,  they  betray  their  trust ;  if  they  tell  them 
the  whole,  and  sinners  will  not  do  it,  the  sin  lies  at  their  door.  Those 
ministers,  and  those  only,  who  do  not  believe  that  the'^carnal  mind  is 
enmity  against  God,  may  act  censistemtly,  while  they  encoun^  sin¬ 
ners  to  |way  without  repenting  or  believing.  But  whether  such  men 
are  quaKfieid  to  preach  the  gospel,  demands  a  doubt. 

..  ■  '^.A.  O. 
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2^64  -Oh  Raiidng. 

:t  From  the  Utica  Christian  Repository^  ^ 

^  ON  RAILING.  .  - 

>  JuDB  9.  Yet  Michael  the  archangel^  when  contending  with  the  devil  ^ 
^he  disputed  about  the  body  of  Moses,)  durst  not  bring  against  him  a 
railing  accusation,  hut  said  the  Lord  rebuke  thee, 

''y  ' 

Controversy  is  not  confined  to  those  who  inhabit  flesh  and  blood. 
Michael  the  greatest  of  the  ai^els,  and  the  devils  the  prince  of  the 
apostate  spirits,  once  engaged  in  a  dispute.  Concerning  the  origin  and 
termination  of  this  controversy,  we  know  little  or  nothing.  What  was 
revealed  was  given  to  us,  not  to  gratify  sm  useless  curiosity,  but  ta  re* 
late  a  characteristic  of  bad  men,  who  were  to  arise  in  the  last  days, 
and  to  exhibit  a  trait  in  the  conduct  of  that  eminent  spirit,  which  is 
worthy  of  the  imitation  of  men  here  below,  it  is  principally  on  the 
latter  account  that  1  present  it  to  the  consideration  of  those  writers  for 
the  Repository,  who  employ  their  pens  in  controversy. 

It  shall  be  my  aim,  in  this  essay,  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  which 
probably  prevented  Michael  from  bringing  any  railing  accusation  a- 
gainst  his  opponent. 

It  is  doubtless  true  that  Michael  was  governed,'  in  this  matter,*  by 
the  principles  ofreason,  justice,  and  love.  Althpugh  the  reasons  are 
not  distinctly  stated,  yet  we  can  judge,  from  this  circumstance,  what 
they  were.  vNearly  the  same  law  was  his  rule  in  controversy,  as  is 
laid  down  for  us.  Accordingly  we  observe^ 

.  1st.  Michael  did  not  bring  a  raiUng  accusation  against  Satan,  because 
it  would  not  help  decide  the  argument  in  his  favor.  In  disputes,  it  is 
not  uncommon  that  personal  reflections  are  used  by  one  or  both  par¬ 
ties.  The  opponents  are  accused  of  being  very  ignorant,  perverse  and 
wicked.  Their  own  private  errors,  and  those  of  an  individual  of  their 
party,  which  are  not  unfrequently  magnified,  are  brought  into  view^ 
and  many  insinuations  against  the  motives  and  Intentions  of  those  whom 
they  oppose  are  made.  Such  a  mode  of  proceeding,  however,  does 
not,  in  reality,  help  the  cause,  which  it  was  intended  to  assist.  This 
Michael  knew».  In  his  dispute  with  the  devil,  a  good  opportunity  pre^ 
sented  for  him  to  bring  raiKng  accusations,  if  they  had  been  allowable; 
The  devil  has  committed  many  wicked  deeds,  which  Michael  could 
have  laid  to  his  charge  ;  but  that  candid  being  forbore.  Such  a  course 
might  have  silenced  his  ant^onist,  but  it  would  not  have  refuted  himi 
But  what  would  such  reflections  have  to  do  with  the  dispute  ?  The  mo¬ 
ment  Michael  consented  to  contend  with  the  devil,  be  met  him  on 
equal  ground.  He  let  the  disparity  there  was  in  their  characters,  be 
kept  out  of  sight.  He  was  willing  that  the  point  should  be  decided  by 
argument,  not  by  recriminations.  It  is  generally  useless,  either  to 
praise  one’s  self,  or  to  slander  an  opponent  while  engaged  in  a  dis¬ 
pute.  ^ 

2d.  Michael  did  not  bring  any  railing  accusation  against  the  devH, 
because  it  might  have  produced  wrong  feelings  in  his  o^n  breast.  '  T o 
call  others  ill  names,  is,  in.  general^  apt  to  excite  hatred  to  their  per¬ 
sons,  and  is  usually  the  offspring  ot  a  wrong  temper.  Michael  had 
probably  a  pity  towards  that  fallen  angel,  who  was  once  a  companion 
of  his  in  light.  In  itself  considered  it  would  probably  have  been  plea- 
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sing  to  him  to  have  that  being  restored  to  happiness.  He  does  not 
however  appr^e  of  that  spirit’s  character,  but  he  has  no  malicioos 
feelings  towards  him,  and  would  not  do  any  thing  to  excite  them. 

3d.  To  have  brought  a  railing  accusation  against  Satan,  might  need* 
lessly  have  irritated  him.  Some  writero  in  controversy  seem  to  con* 
duct  as  though  they  wished  to  provoke  their  adversaries  j  but  this  in 
wrong.  It  usually  does  themselves,  it  is  believed,  no  good,  and  caus¬ 
es  the  injured  party  unnecessary  pain,  which  has  no  tendency  to  open 
bis  eyes.  Besides,  it  may  make  him  angry,  and  anger  is  usually  sin¬ 
ful,  and  he  who  hates  sin,  will  desire  to  avoid  any  thing  which  will 
excite  it. 

4th.  Michael  might  not  bring  a  railing  accusation  against  Satan,  be¬ 
cause  he  was  not  authorised  to  inflict  this,  or  any  other  kind  of  evil  up¬ 
on  him.  To  hurt  the  feelings  of  those  over  whom  we  have  no  author¬ 
ity,  by  reproving  them,  may  be  as  much  a  sin,  as  the  taking  some  of 
their  property.  A  parent  may  rebuke  a  child,  the  mi^strate  a  cul¬ 
prit,  and  a  minister  of  the  gospel  is  required  to  show  his  hearers  their 
transgressions  ;  but  we  have  not  a  right  to  inflict  evil  upon  those  who 
do  not  stand  in  some  such  relation  to  us.  We  must  leave  such  business 
to  the  proper  persons.  This  sentiment  Michael  seems  to  have  regar- 
ed.  He  said,  the  Lord  rebuke  thee.  Satan  was  probably  deservii^ 
rebuke ;  but  the  good  angel  left  the  task  of  criminating  to  the  Almigh¬ 
ty,  whose  subjects  both  of  them  were.  To  have  proceeded  to  inflict 
sentence  upon  an  individual,  upon  whom  ha  had  no  right  to  inflict  one, 
would  have  been  to  disregard  the  rule  of  our  Saviour,  who  said,  Judge 
not,  that  ye  be  not  judged.”  For  the  above  reasons  and  others,  per¬ 
haps,  Michael  forbore  to  bring  railing  accusations  even  aginst  him  who 
is  called  the  accuser  of  the  brethren. 

This  subject,  although  at  first  view  it  may  appear  of  rather  a  specu¬ 
lative  nature,  is,  like  many  which  are  thus  named,  of  great  practical 
importance.  A  few  of  the  important  inferences  which  may  be  dedu¬ 
ced  from  it  are  the  following : 

1st.  Disputes,  if  properly  conducted,  are  not  sinful.  Some  have  a 
great  aversion  to  controversy.  In  their  view  there  is  something  wrong 
in  contending,  even  for  the  truth.  They  judge  that  it  is  usually  best 
to  be  silent  when  error  is  propagated,  even  from  the  pulpit  or  the  press. 
It  is  perhaps  wise  on  some  occasions  not  to  engage  in  a  cojitest  ;  for 
some  points  are  not  worthy  of  much  attention,  and  onaome  occasions 
we  may  not  be  prepared  ;  W  to  say  that  it  was  wroi^  to  dispute,  would 
be  to  condemn  Michael  and  Paul,  and  to  speak  directly  i^ainst  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Jude,  who  required  his  brethren  to  contend  earnestly  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.”  Controversy,  therefore  of  it¬ 
self  is  not  sinful,  but  in  some  cases  it  is  commendable.  The  error  in 
disputes  consists,  either  in  espousing  the  wrong  side,  or  in  disputing  in 
a  wrong  manner.  It  is  improper  to  defend  error  at  all,  and  more  so 
to  support  it,  or  even  truth,  with  temper  and  unfairness.  But  with  fair 
weapons  it  may  frequently  be  our  duty  to  contend  valiantly  for  the 
faith. 

2d.  If  so  great  and  holy  a  being  as  Michael  durst  not  bring  a  railing 
accusation  against  an  opponent,  then  no  other  created  being  has  liberty 
to  do  it.  If  a  created  being  may  rail  at  another,  it  would  seem  that  one 
so  great  and  holy  as  Michael  might ;  for  he  is  probably  the  ^atest 
^d  holiest  of  all  the  creatures  which  God  has  made  ;  yet  this  being 
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durst  not ;  atid  he  was  not  prevented  by  a  fear  that  errors  of  his  own 
committing  would  be  cast  into  his  teeth,  for  be  had  committed  none. 
But  it  was  a  fear  of  sinning  against  God.  Now  if  a  being  so  high  in  the 
scale  of, existence,  and  so  holy  too,  might  not  rail,  then  no  other  angel, 
nor  any  man  has  a  right  to  do  it,  for  these  beings  are  far  below  Michael 
in  capacity  and  holiness. 

3d.  If  it  was  improper  to  bring  a  railing  accusation  against  so  wick¬ 
ed  a  being  as  Satan,  then  it  is  wrong  to  bring  one  against  other  beings 
less  wicked  than  he.  Some  appear  to  suppose  that  they  may  rail  at 
those  who  are  very  wicked  ;  but  this  subject  teaches  us,  that  it  is  wrong 
to  bring  a  raling  accusation  againtany,  even,  if  they  are  guilty  of  those 
crimes  of  which  they  are  accused.  Michael  could  have  brought  a- 
gainst  Satan  a  thousa^  accusations  which  were  true,  tor  there  is  no 
individual  in  the  universe  who  has  committed  so  many  crimes  as  he. 
And  if  it  is  wrong  to  rail  at  the  chief  of  the  evil  spirits,  then  it  is  wrong 
to  rail  at  the  fallen  spirits  below  him,  or  at  unrenewed  men  who  give 
no  evidence  of  piety.  None  of  the  persons  whom  we  deal  with  have 
lived  so  long  as  Satsm,  or  employed  so  great  capacities  in  doing  evil  as 
he  has,  although  they  are  totally  depraved.  And  if  it  is  not  allowable 
to  rail  at  sinners,  it  is  certainly  wrong  to  treat  Christians  in  that  man¬ 
ner.  If  the  possession  of  the  greatest  wickedness  in  an  antagonist  will 
not  justify  railing  at  him,  then  some  goodness  in  one  ought  to  shield  him 
against  it.  Cases  of  this  nature  however,  sometimes  occur.  People 
of  one  denomination  sometimes  rail  at  those  of  another,  and  even  a 
professor  of  religion  rails  at  a  Inember  of  the  same  church  with  whom 
he  has  communed  and  whom  he  has  publicly  pledged  himself  to 
love. 

4th.  If  it  be  wrong  to  rail  at  others  before  their  face,  it  must  be 
wrong  to  use  the  same  contemptuous  language  behind  their  backs.  It 
is  worse  to  speak  against  others  in  their  a^ence  than  in  their  presence, 
for  it  deprives  them  of  an  opportunity  to  answer  to  the  charge,  and 
is  apt  when  it  reaches  their  ears,  to  produce  animosity,  and  lead  to 
retaUatioD. 

Laetly.  If  good  beings  dare  not  bring  railing  accusations  against  their 
opponents,  then  we  may  judge  what  teachers  and  publications  appear 
to  be  under  the  influence  of  that  religion  which  is  from  above.  This 
age  is  an  uncommon  one,  in  respect  to  the  variety  of  denominations,  and 
the  multitude"  of  publications  upon  religious  subjects.  Now,  in  the 
preachers  and  publications  of  the  time,  there  is  a  diversity  in  respect 
to  the  manner  of  speaking  and  writing  concerning  those  from  whom 
they  differ.  Some  more  reproadiful  and  bitter  epithets,  and  are 
more  jealous  and  envious  than  others.  Now  those  that  hear  different 
preachers,  and  read  different  publications,  can  determine  for  them¬ 
selves  where  there  is  the  least  of  the  spirit  of  godliness  to  be  found. 
In  this  age  of  the  worhl  this  subject  deserves  attention;  for  it  appears 
to  be  one  design  oftheinspired  writer  of  the  text,  to  caution  us,  against 
a  class  of  men  that  it  is  supposed  will  exist  in  these  last  days,  who  will 
speak  evil  of  dignities,  and  take  a  course  of  conduct  directly  opposite 
to  that  of  Michad. ,  Peter  also  informs  us  that  m  the  last  days  there 
shall  be  scoffem.  If  therefore  scoffing  increases,  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  last  days  are  drawipg  nigh.  Let  all,  then,  who  preach 
or  write,  endeavor  to  be  very  candid.  Let  it  be  seen,  by  their  man¬ 
ner  ofconducting  controversy,  that  they  are  not  i^uenced  by  the  spir- 
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it  of  the  world.  Let  them  contend  earnestly,  bot  not  with  bittern^. 
In  the  midst  of  much  contention  it  is  supposed  that  Christ  will  make  his 
spiritual  appearance.^  Behold,  says  he  repeatedly,  “  1  come  quickly,” 
and,  as  a  thief.”  Blessed  is  be  that  watcheth  and  keepeth  bis  gar¬ 
ments,  lest  he  walk  naked  and  they  see  his  shame«”  D.  W> 
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ON  THB  VISION  OF  GOD. 
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Af  ••  ■"(!,  Afcy  7,  1824. 

My  dear  friend^ — You  ask  **  what  conceptions  we  are  to  form  of  the 
vision  of  Ood^  with  which  the  saints  are  blest  in  Heaven.*^ 

The  subject  is  interesting,  and  1  should  be  happy  to  aid  your  inqui¬ 
ries  respecting  it.  You  are  aware  that  on  such  ground  it  becomes  us 
to  proceed  with  humble  and  cautious  steps  We  have  very  faint  ap¬ 
prehensions  of  the  things  intended  for  the  church  on  earth,  and  our 
ideas  of  the  felicities  of  the  heavenly  world  are  of  necessity  still 
more  imperfect.  Speaking  of  the  visions  of  the  divine  glory  a^  the 
revelations  of  heavenly  things,  with  which  he  was  miraculously  in¬ 
dulged,  the  Apostle  observes,  I  knew  a  man  in  Christ,  about  four¬ 
teen  years  ago,  whether  in  the  body  I  cannot  tell,  or  whether  out  of 
the  body  1  cannot  tell,  God  knoweth  ;  such  an  one  caught  up  to  the 
third  heaven,  how  that  he  was  caught  up  into  paradise,  and  heard  un¬ 
speakable  words,  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  man  to  utter.”  It  was, 
it  seems,  the  purpose  of  God,  that  the  discoveries  of  himself  in  that 
^orious  world  should  not  be  more  fully  revealed  on  earth  than  they 
bad  been  already.  It  also  appears,  t^t  the  things  which  are  seen 
and  heard  in  heaven,  are  so  mr  above  our  present  conception,  that 
even  the  distinguished  Apostle  could  not  sustain  the  view  of  them 
without  being  thrown  into  such  an  ecstacy,  as  not  to  know  whether  he 
were  in  or  out  of  the  bocfy,  and  that  no  human  language  can  render 
the  result  of  such  visions  intelligible  to  mortal  ears.  Should  not 
this  teach  us  to  entertain  the  most  exalted  ideas  of  the  ^ory  that 
shall  be  revealed,  and  at  the  same  time  guard  us  against  treating  it 
with  confident  familiarity  ?  On  a  theme  like  this,  the  most  spiritual 
and  enlightened  can  o^y  think  and  speak  as  a  child.”  Though 
preserved  from  essential  error,  their  views  are  extremely  inadequate 
to  the  real  nature  and  glory  of  such  sublime  olijects  of  contemplation. 
They  can  see  them  but  through  a  glass  darkly,”  as  by  the  imperfect 
reflection  of  a  mirror,  or  the  obscure  description  of  an  enigma.  This 
view  of  them  by  faith,  and  through  the  medium  of  revelation,  is, 
however,  sufficient  for  the  present  state,  though  exceedin^y  defec¬ 
tive,  compared  with  the  views  obtained  by  those  who  see  face  to 
face,”  and  have  an  immediate,  intuitive,  complete  discovery  of  God, 
the  Savior,  and  celestial  things. 

In  attending  to  your  question,  therefore,  I  would  guard  against 
the  appearance  of  being  wise  .  above  what  is  written,”  and  con¬ 
sider  the  direction  of  Moses  as  applicable,  Put  off  thy  shoes  from 
off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou  dandest  is  holy  ground.” 
But  the  discoveries  vouchsafed  to  us  concerning  a  future  world  should 
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be  treated  with  an  attenti<m  equallj  remote  from  presumptnoiiB  curi¬ 
osity  and  cold  indifference.  **  The  Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea, 
the  deep  things  of  God.”  If,  being  delivered  from  the  spirit  of  the 
world,  we  simply  depend  on  this  divine  Teacher,  we  shall  under¬ 
stand  hi:?  word,  and,  comparihg  spiritual  things  with  spiritual,  our 
discernment  will  increase,  and  we  shall  acquire  a  faculty  of  thinking 
and  speaking,  even  on  such  subjects  as  the  one  proposed,  in  a  manner 
suited,  in  some  humble  measure,  to  their  nature  and  importance. 

In  the  vision  of  God,  with  which  the  saints  are  blest  in  heaven,  is 
undoubtedly  included  the  most  perfect  knowledge  of  him,  of  which 
human  nature  is  capable.  His  being,  perfections,  and  works,  are  be¬ 
held  by  them  there  in  the  clearest  light.  What  can  be  known  of  God, 
in  this  state  of  darkness  and  corruption,  is  comparatively  little ;  but  in  the 
regions  of  light  and  purity,  the  knowledge  Of  the  saints  must  be  far 
more  extensive,  distinct,  and  full.  It  must  embrace  a  much  wider 
compass  of  objects,  discern  them  with  the  greatest  exactness,  and  be 
free  from  every  mixture  of  error.  The  knowledge  that  is  now 
possessed,  will,  in  a  sense,  vanish  away,  as  a  weaker  light  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  visible  when  overwhelmed  with  one  that  is  much  brighter.  Di¬ 
vine  things,  in  general,  will  be  perceived  with  that  clearness,  assu^ 
ranee,  and  adequate  conception  of  them,  which  corresponds  to  the 
knowledge  of  God  himself,  so  far  as  a  finite  mind  can  be  made  to 
comprehend  infinity.  Then  shall  they  know  even  as  also  they  are 
known.”  If  this  is  not  to  be  understood  in  the  most  strict  and  literal 
sense,  yet  much  must  be  implied,  in  if.  The  saints  shall  hereafter 
see  and  know  in  opposition  to  that  dark,  confused,  and  distant  sight 
and  knowledge,  which  they  now  have  of  heavenly  objects,  particularly 
of  the  God  of  heaven.  JVbw,  they  cannot  so  much  be  said  to  know 
God  as  to  be  known  of  him  ;  then^  they  will  possess  the  fullest  assu¬ 
rance  they  can  possibly  desire,  both  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  re-  >• 
warder  of  them  that  seek  him  ;  they  will  experience  it  to  be  so,  far 
more  completely  than  ever.  There  wiH  no  more  be  any  apparent 
disagreement  among  the  attributes  and  perfections  of  the  Ueity,  any 
seeming  inconsistency  in  his  revelations,  or  insurmountable  difliculties 
in  his  works.  Justice  and  mercy  will  appear,  far  more  satisfactorily 
than  ever,  to  embrace  each  other.  The  holiness,  wisdom,  and  good- 
*  ness  of  God  will  be  all  equally  and  harmoniously  ^orified.  In  this 
dark  and  cloudy  state,  how  often  are  we  at  a  loss  to  reconcile  one 
providence  wi^  another,  or  the  providences  of  the  Almighty  with  his 
perfections  and  promises ;  but,  in  the  realms  of  li^t,  every  such 
mystery  will  be  unfolded,  the  very  things,  which  at  present  seem 
scarcely  consistent  with  some  of  the  divine  perfections,  will,  doubt¬ 
less,  appear  to  have  been  amoi^  the  most  amiable  and  illustrious  de¬ 
monstrations  of  them. 

The  vision  of  God  in  heaven  may  be  supposed  to  include,  not  only 
a  complete  knowledge  of  him,  but  likewise  a  consciousness  of  his  pres^ 
ence  far  transcending  what  can  be  had  on  earth.  The  saints  above 

see  God”  in  such  a  manner  as  we  are  assured  hone  can  now  do  and 
live*  TkerCy  are  no  such  impenetrable  veils  upon  the  Deity,  as  here 
conceal  him  from  our  sight.  He  is  seen  as  he  tt-— in  himself  and  by 
his  own  light,  not  by  reflection  from  bis  works,  or  by  revelation  in 
.  his  word.  Doubtless  he  has  wiQrs  of  manifestii]^  bknself  to  created 
minds,  with  which  we  are  wholly  unacquainted,  and  which  may  be  as 
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unlike  to  an  j  be  has  yet  adopted,  as  seeii^  is  to  hearii^  or  feeling  : 
and  it  shonkl  suffice  and  satisfy,  that  these  msmifestations  of  himself  to 
the  blest  spirits  that  surround  his  throne,  will  be  either  by  right,  or 
something  equivalent,  something  which  will  leave  no  more  room  to  ques¬ 
tion  his  real  presence  with  them,  than  we  have  to  question  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  persons  whose  faces  we  see,  or  of  objects  that  are  most 
ffimiliar  to  our  sight.  There  may  possibly  be  a  material  sight,  if  not 
of  Jehovah  himself,  who  is  an  infinite  Spirit,  yet  of  some  symbol  or 
token  of  his  presence.  The  Shechinah,  or  emblem,  which  he  chose 
under  the  Old  Testament,  was  a  bright  cloud  ;  and  it  is  said  that  he 
covereth  himself  with  light  as  with  a  garment  :  also,  that  he  dwel- 
leth  in  light  which  no  man  can  approach.*’  Possibly  these  passages 
may  be  understood  of  material  light,  the  splendor  of  which  is  not 
unsuited  to  express  the  glory  of  the  great  Lord  of  all.  As,  therefore, 
when  we  see  a  person,  we  see  the  body  only,  and  not  the  soul,  which 
is  emphatically  the  man,  yet  are  assured  that  the  soul  is  present,  by 
the  countenance  and  movements  of  the  body,  so  the  Most  High  may, 
with  peculiar  propriety,  be  said  to  be,  and  to  be  seen,  where  be  is 
pleased  to  manifest  himself  by  some  sensible  glory.  It  was  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  such  a  visible  ^ory,  that  it  is  said  Moses  hid  his  face,  for 
he  was  afraid  to  look  upon  God.”  In  the  same  sense  the  seventy  el¬ 
ders  are  said  to  have  “  seen  the  God  of  Israel.” — “  And  they  saw 
the  God  of  Israel,  and  there  was  under  his  feet  as  it  were  a  paved 
work  of  a  sapphire  stone,  and  as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in  his 
clearness.”  But,  however  this  may  be,  we  have  abundant  assurance 
tiiat  the  saints  in  glory  see  God,  in  the  per  eon  of  his  exalted  y  gloried 
Son.  They  see  Jesus,  as  the  evangelical  prophet  in  vision  saw  him, 
on  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train  filling,”  not  an  earthly 
**  temple,”  but  Ins  heavenly  palace.  On  account  of  this  wonderful 
vision,  Isaiah  is  said  to  have  seen  the  glory  of  Christ,  which  they 
may  with  much  greater  propriety  be  said  to  do.  Who,  according  to  his 
own  prayer,  are  “  with  him  where  he  is,  to  behold  his  glory,  even 
the  glory  which  he  had  with  the  Father,  before  the  worid  was.”  In 
adffition  to  all  this,  there  is  doubtless  a  spiritual  vision  of  God,  which 
the  blessed  enjoy~a  vision  purely  spiritual,  and  ineffably  satisfjring 
and  delightfiri.  When  we  behold  the  objects  that  are  before  us  on 
earth,  strictly  speaking,  it  is  the  soul  that  perceives  them,  though  by 
means  of  the  body :  and  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  soul,  if  God  please, 
can  see  as  well  without  a  body  ?  May  not  spirits  converse  together, 
and  by  intuition,  make  known  themselves  and  their  thoughts  to  each 
other  ?  Must  they  be  concealed  from  one  another,  unless  they  be 
clothed  with  matter  ?  If,  then,  created  spirits  may  be  supposed,  in 
this  sense,  to  see  and  converse  with  each  other,  why  may  not  the  in¬ 
finite  Jehovah  reveal  himself  to  perfected  souls  in  a  similar  manner — 
especially  considering  that  their  communion  vdth  him  in  glory  is  so 
frequently  represented  under  the  idea  of  seeing  him.  My  meaning  is, 
that  God  will  so  display  himself  to  the  soul,  that  the  soul  will,  by  a 
direct  inward  perception,  without  any  reasoning  from  effects,  be  per¬ 
fectly  assured  of  bis  existence,  presence,  and  glory.  *  Of  the  precise 
manner  of  this  spiritual  vision,  it  is  of  course  impossible  for  us  at 
present  to  conceive.  These  are  things  so  amazing  and  sublime,  that, 
in  order  to  be  known,  they  must  be  enjoyed  ;  so  that  future  happiness 
will  be  new,  and  attended  with  delightful  surprise. 
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'  I  shall  venture  but  one  more  thought  in  reply  to  your  question  ; 
which  is,  that  the  vision  of  God  in  heaven  must  be  supposed  to  include 
a  constant  and  most  joyous  intercourse  vrith  hirriy  os  well  as  a  complete 
knowledge  ,of  him  and  consciousness  of  his  presence.  The  term 
seeing  has  very  commonly  such  a  meaning  as  this  attached  to  it. 
When  we  speak  of  seeing  our  friends,  we  intend  conversing  and 
having  intercourse  with  them.  Good  men  have  some  communion 
with  Heaven  in  this  world  ;  but  it  is  as  imperfect  as  they  are  ;  it  is 
confined  to  particular  seasons,  and  depends  much  on  temper  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  ;  it  is  liable  to  a  thousand  interruptions  and  variations, 
and  is,  at  best,  comparatively  low  and  distant.  But,  in  the  bright 
world  to  which  they  haste,  their  communion  with  the  Fountain  of  fife 
will  be  intimate  and  perfect  ;  it  will  be  as  universal  and  lasting  as  they 
can  desire.  Respecting  the  holy  angels,  it  is  said  that  they  “  do 
always  behold  the  face  of  God  in  heaven.”  To  reconcile  this  with 
what  we  are  told  of  their  being  “  sent  forth  to  minister  to  the  heirs  of 
salvation,”  we  must  suppose  that  wherever  they  are  *  employed,  it 
makes  no  difference  in  regard  to  their  communion  with  the  God  of 
heaven,  who,  being  every  where  present,  discovers  himself  to  them 
every  where,  in  the  most  immediate  and  glorious  manner.  And  this, 
we  are  to  suppose,  must  be  the  case  with  all  the  perfected  spirits  of 
our  race,  be  they  where  they  may,  though  as  some  have  imagined, 
they  might  be  visiting  the  remotest  parts  of  the  creation.  They  still 
behold  the  face  of  God  in  heaven,  and  have  fellowship  with  him. 
Whatever  else  may  be  the  object  of  their  thoughts,  they  are  still 
contemplating  and  enjoying  him,  as  all  in  all.  Between  their  view  of 
of  him  and  his  works,  there  is  an  indissoluble  connexion  ; — these  with 
them  are  one  and  the  same  act,  terminating  in  the  eternal  God  ;  so 
that  they  have  no  need  to  abstract  their  minds  from  other  objects,  in 
order  to  converse  with  him.  Every  object  is  a  mirror,  in  which  they 
see  him  reflected.  In  acquainting  themselves  with  the  volumes  of 
nature  and  providence,  as  well  as  grace,  they  acquaint  themselves 
with  the  God  of  both.  As,  therefore,  they  never  for  a  moment,  cease 
to  employ  their  understandings  in  thought,  they  never  for  a  moment 
cease  ^to  think  of  God,  or  to  contemplate  his  adorable  per¬ 
fections.  To  this  intercourse,  by  acts  of  the  understanding,  are  to 
be  added  those  of  love^  between  the  God  of  heaven  and  its  glorified  in¬ 
habitants  ;  on  his  part,  of  benevolence  and  complacency,  in  the  high¬ 
est  degree  ;  and  on  theirs,  of  devotion  and  fidelity ;  his,  kind  and 
liberal — theirs,  grateful  and  acknowledging. 

Thus,  the  vision  of  God,  enjoyed  by  the  saints  in  heaven,  may  be 
supposed  to  include  a  knowledge  of  him^  a  consciousness  of  his  pres* 
ence^  and  a  joyous  Jntercouree  with  him^  incomparably  superior  to  all 
that  is  enjoyed  by  the  saints  on  earth.'  This  view  of  the  subject  is 
freely  submitted  to  your  candid  consideration.  May  the  Lord  pre¬ 
serve  us  from  injurious  mistakes,  and  fit  us  for  that  world  where 
truth  forever  shines,”  as  well  as  “  love  forever  bums.” 

Y  our’s  affectionately, 
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Asking  a  Blessing  before  Eating. 

FATHER}  DO  YOU  NEVER  ASK  A  BLESSING  BEFORE  EATING* 

* 

In  conversation  with  a  respectable  middle  aged  seaman  at  one  of  the 
prayer  meetings,  one  of  our  members  asked  him  what  first  induced  him 
to  attend  to  religion  ?  After  a  pause  of  some  moments,  in  order  to  re¬ 
cover  the  agitation  the  question  had  produced,  he  related  the  following 
narrative. — 

<<  1  have  been  a  sailor  from  a  very  early  age,  and  never  thought  a- 
bout  religion,  or  the  concerns  of  my  soul,  until  my  return  from  my 
last  voyage.  My  home,  where  I  have  resided  eighteen  years,  is  at  a 
village  near  Workington,  in  a  small  cottage,  the  next  to  a  neat  chapel ; 
but  the  people  who  go  to  this  chapel  being  called  by  the  neighbors 
Methodists f  I  never  would  venture  inside  the  door,  nor  suffer  my  fam¬ 
ily,  if  I  could  prevent  it.  I  usually  sail  out  of  Liverpool.  During  the 
winter  the  vessel  is  laid  up.  At  those  times  I  return  home  for  a  few 
weeks  to  my  family.  Having  a  small  family,  and  the  times  pressing 
rather  hard.upon  us,  during  my  absence  last  summer,  my  wife,  endeav¬ 
oring  to  save  a  little,  sent  my  oldest  girl,  about  six  years  of  age,  into 
the  Sunday  school  establishment  at  the  chapel.  My  stay  when  at 
home  being  generally  of  short  duration,  (about  three  or  four  weeks,) 
my  wife  might  suppose  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  keep  me  in  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  circumstance* 

1  came  from  my  last  voyage  before  Christmas,  and  journeyed 
home.  Being  late  when  I  arrived,  I  bad  not  the  opportunity  of  see¬ 
ing  my  eldest  girl  till  the  following  day.  At  dinner  time,  when  we  had 
sat  down,  I  began  (beast  like)  to  eat  what  was  before  me,  without  ever 
thinking  of  my  heavenly  Father,  that  provided  my  daily  bread  ;  but 
glancing  my  eye  towards  this  girl,  of  whom  I  was  doatingly  fond,  I  ob¬ 
served  her  to  look  at  me  with  astonishment.  After  a  moment’s  pause, 
she  asked  me,  in  a  solemn  and  serious  manner,  ‘  Father,  do  you  never 
ask  a  blessing  before  eating  ?’  Her  mother  oteerved  me  to  look  hard 
at  her,  and  hold  my  knife  and  fork  motionless  ;  (it  was  not  anger — ^it 
was  a  rush  of  conviction,  which  struck  me  like  lightning :)  apprehen¬ 
ding  some  reproof  from  me,  and  wishing  to  pass  it  by  in  a  trifling  way, 
she  said,  *  Do  you  say  grace,  Nanny.’  My  eyes  were  still  ri vetted  up¬ 
on  the  child,  for  I  felt  conscious  I  bad  never  instructed  her  to  pray, 
nor  even  set  an  example,  by  praying  with  my  family  when  at  home. 
The  child  seeing  me  waiting  for  her  to  begin,  put  her  hands  together, 
and  lifting  up  her  eyes  to  heaven,  breathed  the  sweetest  prayer  I  ever 
heard.  This  was  too  much  for  me  ;  the  knife  and  fork  dropped  from 
my  hands,  and  I  gave  vent  to  my  feelings  in  tears.”  Here  a  pause  en¬ 
sued.  He  appeared  much  affected.  On  recovering  himself  he  con¬ 
tinued,  1  inquired  who  bad  thus  instructed  the  child.  The  mother 
informed  me,  the  good  people  at  the  chapel  next  door  ;  and  the  child 
never  would  go  to  bed,  nor  rise  in  the  morning,  without  kneeling  down 
to  pray  for  herself  and  her  dear  father  and  mother.  Ah !  thought  I, 
and  I  never  prayed  for  myself  or  my  children.  1  entered  the  chapel 
in  the  evening  for  the  first  time,  and  continued  to  attend  the  means  of 
grace  there.  The  Lord  having  awakened  me  to  a  sense  of  my  dagger 
throng  the  instrumentality  of  a  dear  child,  I  am  now  seeking  him  with 
all  my  heart,  and  truly  can  say,  1  am  happy  in  the  thought,  that  Jesus 
Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  poor  sinners,  of  whom  1  am  chief.” 
Aft^  some  further  conversation  we  parted,  but  wkh  a  hope  to  meet 
ogain.  Seamen’s  Mag. 
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From  the  Boston  Telegraph. 

THE  PIOUS  MILLER. 

In  a  small  town  on  the  Green  Mountains  in  Massachusetts  lived  a 
pious  miller^  who  used  often,  as  his  fellow-townsmen  were  waiting  for 
their  meal,  to  drop  a  few  words  respecting  the  great  concerns  of  anpth-* 
er  world.  So  sincere  was  his  piety,  and  so  exemplary  his  conduct^ 
that  even  bad  men  would  sometimes  listen  to  his  impressive  language 
with  a  kind  of  delight.  Never  did  any  of  them  turn  away  with  con¬ 
tempt  from  his  reproof ;  for  they  knew  it  came  from  a  heart  in  inti¬ 
mate  conununion  with  Heaven.  They  dared  not  abuse  such  affection¬ 
ate  remonstrance. — One  old  man,  whose  days  had  been  all  thrown 
away,  came  to  him  with  a  bleeding  heart,  and  told  him  be  was  utsdohe  ( 
He  had  spent  all  his  days  in  sin,  and  now  was  going  down  to  the  grave 
without  hope !  What  could  he  do  ?  Where  cqfuld  he  jlee  ? — It  was  a 
joyful  sight  to  the  poor  miller,  whose  eyes  had  long  been  waiting  for 
some  token  of  mercy  ;  and,  with  tears  ^t  trickling  down  his  cheeks, 
he  affectionately  clasped  the  old  man’s  hand  and  pointed  him  to  a  dying 
Saviour  Here,  said  he,  is  an  overflowing  fountain,  to  which  all  may 
come.  And  no  *  one  was  ever  sent  away  empty.  Even  in  your  last 
days,  that  same  Saviour  you  have  so  long  slighted  and  contemned,  stands 
waiting  to  receive  you.  And  can  you,  will  you  refuse !— -The  wan¬ 
dering  prodigal  could  not  reply.  He  stood  trembling  under  the  weight 
of  his  guilt,  and  only  begged  the  pious  miller,  if  he  had  any  interest  at 
the  throne  of  grace,  to  remember  him  there.  *  He  did  so.  His  pray¬ 
er  was  heard,  and  a  few  days  after,  be  had  the  joy  to  see  the  old  man 
a  bumble  broken-hearted  Christian.  The  light  had  broken  in  upon 
his  darkened  mind,  and  he  beheld  the  beauty  of  the  Saviour’s  cbaimc- 
ter.  He  said  the  sun  had  risen  upon  him  in  the  evening  of  his  days. 
Oh  how  could  be  repair  the  mischief  of  a  life  of  sin  ?  Alas  !  it  was 
impossible  !  He  was  resolved  to  spend  his  few  remaining  days  in  the. 
service  of  his  Redeemer,  and  then  leave  himself  at  the  disposal  of  in¬ 
finite  Mercy ! 

He  lived  five  or  six  years  after  this  happy  change,  and  exhibited 
much  of  the  Christian  character.  ^  He  would  often  repair  to  the  mill 
on  purpose  to  converse  with  the  man  who  had  been  instrumental  ia 
deepening  his  convictions  and  leading  him  to  God. ,  They  had  many 
sweet  seasons  together.  Not  long  before  his  death,  the  old  man  went 
to  the  the  mill  with  grain,  on  the'  Sabbath  day  /  Not  finding  the  miller 
there,  he' called  at  his  house.  The  miller  was  astonished  to  see  him 
on  business  at  such  a  time,  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  what  day  it  was. 
Saturday^  said  the  old  man.  No,  sir,  replied  the  miller,  it  is  the  Sab- 
lath  I — ^The  Sabbath  l-?-oh' dear  I — the  Lord  forgive  me  l-«-the  Lord 
forgive  me  !  He  burst  into  tears,  that  he  should  have  thus  profaned 
the  holy  Sabbath,  which  be  valui^  beyond  all  the  rest  of  the  week. 
The  miller  endeavored  to  console  him,  with  the  reflection,  that  he 
had  done  it  ignorantly,  not  recollecting  that  it  was  the  Sabbadh !  Ah  I 
said  he,  my  Bible  tells  me  to  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  and  I  have 
not  done  it— >-l  have  broken  his  holy  command— I  will  go  to  him  hum¬ 
bly,  and  entreat  his  forgiving  mercy-ritmay  be  he  will  not  remember 
this  sin  against  me  at  the  last  day ! 
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AN  EXHIBITION  OF  UNITAHIANISM,  WITH  SCRIPTUKAL  EXTRACTS. 

SECTION  II. 

,  CHARACTER  OP  CHRIST. 

^  European  Unitarian  Writers* 

It  is  the  clear  doctrine  of  Scripture,  that  Christ  was  simply  a  man. 
— Priestley’* s  Hist,  Corrup,  Christ,  Vol.  i.  p.  6. 

The  Unitarian  Doctrine  is,  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  was  a  man,  con¬ 
stituted  in  all  respects  like  other  men,  subject  to  the  same  infirmities, 
the  same  ignorance,  prejudices  and  frailties — Belsham*s  Calm  Enquiry 
Concerning  the  Person  of  Christ, 

Who  knew  no  sin — 2  Cor,  6  ;  21, 

/  am  he  which  searcheth  the  reins  and  hearts, — Rero,  2  ;  23. 

Unitarians  assert,  that  he  (Christ)  derived  his  wisdom,  his  knowl¬ 
edge,  and  his  power,  from  the  same  being  who  brought  him  into  exist¬ 
ence,  from  the  one  eternal  and  Almighty  God  the  Father. — Yates*  Find,. 
Unit,  p.  88.  See  o/to,  p.  112. 

The  Scripture  teaches  us,  that  the  knowledge  of  Christ  was  not 
merely  derived^  but  also  limited. — Same  work,  p.  91. 

Thirdly.  I  desired  you  to  observe,  that  whatever  may  be  the  digni¬ 
ty  of  Christ,  or  our  obligations  to  him,  the  only  object  of  our  religious 
worship  is,  that  one  Supreme  Beii^  who  sent  him  into  the  world,  and 
that  all  prayerdirected  to  other  beings,  is  an  idolatry  we  ought  anxious¬ 
ly  to  avoid, — Pricers  Sermons,  Serm,  4,  p.  107. 

Lord  Jesus  receive  my  spirit, — Acts^  1 ;  69. 

Jesus  is  indeed  now  alive  ;  but  as  we  are  totally  ignorant  of  the 
place  where  he  resides y  and  of  the  occupations  in  which  he  is  engaged^ 
there  can  be  no  proper  foundation  for  reUgious  addresses  to  him,  nor 
of  gratitude  for  favors  now  received,  nor  yet  of  confidence  in  his  fotare 
interposition  in  our  behalf.— BeWiarn’t  Review  of  WUberforcey  4^. 
Let,  8.  p.  74. 

Of  a  certain  person  who  now  makes  a  very  consideraMe  figure  in 
the  world,  it  may  be  said  with  truth,  so  far  as  the  civil  state  of  the 
continent  of  Europe  is  concerned,  that  he  is  the  creator  of  all  these 
new  distinctions,  Ugh  or  low,  whether  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  prin¬ 
cipalities,  or  powers,  all  things  are  made  by  him  and  for  him,  and  he 
is  before  them  all,  takes  prec^ence  both  in  time  and  digni^,  and  by 
him  do  all  these  things  consist.  Yet,  who  would  infer  from  such  lan¬ 
guage  as  this,  that  the  present  ruler  of  France  is  a  being  of  superior 
order  to  mankind,  much  less  that  he  is  the  makerof  the  world  t  Tl^ 
language,  which  is  true  of  Buonaparte  in  a  civil  sense,  is  apjdicable  to 
Jesus  Christ  in  a  moral  view ;  but  it  no  more  implies  pre-existence  or 
proper  creative  power  in  one  case  than  in  the  other. — BMumCs  Let¬ 
ters  on  Arianismy  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Magee  on  the  Atonement. 

According  to  the  maxims,  laid  down  as  the  guides  of  our  enquiry, 
this  doctrine  (of  two  natures  in  Christ,^  could  not  be  established  even 
by  the  clearest  declarations  of  the  senptures.  For  the  testimony  of 
the  scriptures  would  not  prove  it  to  be  true  ;  on  the  contrary,  its  oc¬ 
currence  in  the  scri^ures  would  prove  them  to  be  ftlse.«-^Faltf’  Find. 
Unit.  p.  176. 
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American  Unitarian  Writers* 

That  Christ  was  not  the  Supreme  God^  is  the  faith  of  all  Unitarians 
without  exception. — Unitarian  Miscellany^  Sept.  1822.  p.  203. 

The  “word  was  Go</.— John  1^1. 

We  challenge  our  opponents  to  adduce  one  passage  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  where  the  word  God  means  three  persons,  where  it  is  . not  lim¬ 
ited  to  one  person,  and  where,  unless  turned  from  its  usual  sense  by 
the  connexion,  it  does  not  mean  the  Father.~CAaniitiig’s&rmoii  at 
Sparks^  Ordination,  p.  9.  . 

Of  whomy  as  concerning  the  fleshy  Christ  came,  who  is  oroer  ally  God 
blessed  forever.  ./Imen.— Rom.  9  ;  6. 

And  we  are  in  him  that  is  true,  even  in  his  son  Jesus  Christ.  This  is 
the  true  God  and  eternal  life. — John  6  ;  20. 

If  we  examine  the  passages  in  which  Jesus  is  distinguished  from  God, 
we  shall  see,  that  they  not  only  speak  of  him  as  another  being,  but 
seem  to  labor  to  express  his  inferiority. — Channing^s  Sermony  p.  13. 

Nor  is  Jesus  Christ  ever^called  Jehoyah.-— Letters  to  Dr.  Wilier y  by 
a  Unitarian  of  Baltimorey  Let.  ii.  p.  16. 

And  this  is  his  name  whereby  he  shall  be  calledy  the  Lardy  (Jehovah) 
our  righteonsness.—JeTemish  23  ;  6. 

We  belieye  that  Jesus  Christ  is  a  being  of  derived  existence,  and 
therefore  cannot  possess  the  attribute  of  supreme  divinity.— Bnncro/'t’s 
SermonSy  p.  23.  , 

But  unto  the  Sony  he  saithy  thy  throney  O  God  is  forever  and  ever. 
— Heb.  1  ;  8. 

The  difference  between  a  being  of  underived  existence,  and  one 
whose  existence  is  derived,  is  infinite.  This  distinction  should  ever 
be  made  between  God  and  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour.— Same 
Worky  p.  48. 

We  do  not  think  that  any  words  can  more  clearly  discriminate  Christ 
from  God,  and  declare  his  dependence  and  inferiority  ;  and  of  necessi¬ 
ty  his  infinite  inferiority.  We  say  as  we  have  said  before,  infinite  in¬ 
feriority  ;  because  an  inferior  and  dependent  must  be  a  finite  being, 
and  finite  and  infinite  do  not  admit  of  comparison.— Chmrian  DiscipUy 
Vol.  i.  p.  386.  Jfew  Series. 

Who  being  in  the  form  of  Gody  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  eq.ual  with 
GOO. — ^Phil.  2  ;  6. 

Admit  the  supposition  that  Christ  is  very  God  and  what  absurdities 
follow  l—Banctoft^s  SermonSy  p.  42. 

Hath  not  God  made  foolish  the  wisdom  of  this  world  ? — 1  Cor.  1  ;  20. 

It  is  not  once  assert^  in  the  scriptures,  that  Christ  and  the  Father 
are  one  being,  or  one  God. — Bailey^  Sermons  on  the  Unity  of  God. 
Serm.  2.  p.  21. 

On  anodier  occasion  Christ  said  ;  My  Father  is  greater  than  I.  Who 
then  shall  undertake  to  say  that  they  are  b^ual  and  the  same  ?— Same 
Work.  Serm.  2,  p.  17. 

Who  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thoughi  it  not  robbery  to  he  equal  with 
®od.— Phil.  2  ;  6. 

He  Ikot  hath  uen  me  hoAs  seen  the  Folfcer.— John  14  ;  9. 

The  exclamatioa  of  Thomas  *  My  Lord  and  my  God,’  wtji  probably 
an  expression  of  surprise  loiAout  any  definite  meaning  ;  or  if  there  was 
^any,  the  word  God  must  have  been  used  in  an  inferior  sense,  for  the 
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apostles  were  not  in  the  habit  of  calling  their  master  God,  either  be¬ 
fore  or  after  his  ascension. — Bailey* $  Sermone.  Serm.  3,  p.  29. 

The  word  wa$  God. — John  1  ;  1.  v  -  ^ 

Of  whom  a$  concerning  the  Jleth  Christ  came^  who  is  &Der  aU,  God 
blessed  forever. — Rom.  9  ;  6. 

As  to  the  name  Jehorab,  1  would,  obserre  that  there  seems  to  be  no 
express  application  of  it  to  Christ ;  and  much  less  any  assertion  that  be 
is  Jehovah.— Same  Work.  Serm.  3,  p.  29. 

Then  said  I  Woe  is  me !  for  I  am  undone^  because  I  am  a  man  of  u«- 
clean  lips  ;  for  mtne  eyes  have  seen  the  King  the  Lord  (Jehovah)  of Hosts 
—Isaiah  6  ;  6. 

These  things  said  Esaias^  when  he  saw  hds  (Christ* s)  glory  and  spake 
of  him. — John  12  ;  41. 

We  have  the  most  decisive  proof,  that  Christ  did  not  possess  infinite 
wisdom,  or  boundless  knowledge.— Slame  work.  Serm.  4,  p.  41. 

Ml  things  were  made  by  him  ;  and  without  him  was  not  any  thing 
made  that  was  made. — ^ohn  1  ;  3. 

But  he  that  built  all  things  is  God.—Heh.  3  ;  4. 

But  we  do  not  pay  him  (Christ)  religious  homage,  because  we  think 
this  would  be  derogating  from  the  honor  and  majesty  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  who,  onr  Saviour  has  told  us.  is  the  only  proper  object  of  our 
adoration  and  worship. — Unit.  Mxscel.  Jan.  1821  ;  p.  15. 

Christ,  whom  we  are  required  to  own,  and  to  revere,  as  the  one 
Lord,  and  the  one  Mediator,  instead  of  being  the  ultimate  object  of 
worship,  is  himself  a  worshipper  of  the  Father ;  and  in  this  respect  is 
like  all  other  created  beings. — Bailey* s  Sermons.  Serm.  5,  p.  59. 

That  all  men  might  honor  the  Son^  even  as  they  honor  the  Father. 
John  5 ;  23. 

Aow,  God  himself  y  and  our  Father ^  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy  direct 
our  way  unto  you.  1  Thes8.3  ;  1 1* 

When  he  brinaeih  tn  the  first  begotten  into  the  worldy  he  saitk,  assd  let 
all  the  angels  of  God  worship  him.  Heb.  1  ;  6. 

And  every  creature  vshick  is  in  heaven  and  on  the  earthy  assd  under  the 
earthy  and  suck  as  are  in  the  sea,  assd  all  that  art  in  Ikem,  heard  / 
sayingy  Blessingy  and  honor y  and  glory  and  power  be  ussto  him  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throney  and  unto  dse  Lamby  forever  and  ever.  Rev. 
6  ;  13. 

There  are  many  passages  of  the  New  Testament,  which  it  would  be 
very  difficult  for  me — to  accommodate  to  the  Unitarian  scheme— And 
I  as  freely  express  an  opinion  that  by  this  doctrine,  (that  Christ  was  a 
mere  man)  no  revealed  truth  is  *  lessened  in  its  authority,  no  law  is 
weakened  in  its  force,  nor  is  any  promise  diminished  in  its  influence. 
Baiscroft*s  Sermons,  p.  46,  47. 

It  is  indeed  believed  by  many  Christians,  inferior  to  none  in  learn¬ 
ing,  virtue  and  piety,  that  Chuist  hsd  no  aoshct  »  ran  womit  or 
cMATioir ;  and  that  he  did  not  then  exist — Bailey*s  Sermons.  Sersm 
3.  p.  33. 

Who  is  the  image  of  ike  invisiile  God,  the  first  bom  ef  every  ereatesre  / 
Foa  BY  RIM  WBBE  ALL  THINGS  CBEATEI),  ikol  art  in  keovosSy  susd  tkat 
este  in  earthy  visMe  emd  iseoisihley  whether  they  be  tkroesesy  or  dommsiis, 
or  prissoipalitieSf  or  powers:  AU  ihiesgs  were  created  iykimomd  forkim: 
And  he  u  brfore  all  thitsgSy  assd  by  him  all  tkissge  coiMiit««*>-CoUOMt 
16,  16,  17. 
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I  would  ask,  whether  it  be  inconsistent  or  impossible,  for  God,  to  in¬ 
spire  a  created  being  with  a  knowledge  of  the  human  heart. — ^iley*i 
Sermons,  Serm.  4.  p.  47. 

For  thou  (God)  only  knowest  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men,-^ 
2  Chron.  6  ;  30. 

Not  a  single  passage  can  be  adduced,  in  which  it  is  said  that  Christ 
was  God  and  man,  or  that  he  possessed  two  whole  and  perfect  natures. 
No  language  is  used  in  scripture,  which  has  the  remotest  resemblance  to 
this,  either  in  form  or  substance. — Unit.  Miscel.  Jah.  1821.  p.  16. 

Whose  are  the  fathers^  and  of  whom^  as  concerning  the  flesh,  Chrtst 
came  who  is  over  all^  God  blessed  forever.  Amen,  Rom.  9  ;  6. 

The  scriptures  have  not  intimated,  that  Christ  took  to  himself  a  hu¬ 
man  soul.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  sacred  Yolume  there 
is  not  a  declaration  to  this  e£fect. — Bailey* s  Sermons,  Serm.  6.  p.  61. 

For  verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels  ;  but  he  took  on  him 
the  seed  of  Abraham.  Wherefore  in  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be  made 
like  unto  his  brethren, — Heb.  2  ;  16,  17. 

Christ  is  uniformly  represented  as  consisting  of  a  single  soul  and 
body  ;  and  not  a  trace  can  we  find  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  of  his 
.having  two  spirits  or  minds. — Bailey* s Sermons,  Serm,  6,  p.  63. 

And  the  Word  was  God — And  the  Word  was  made  flesh— John,  1  ; 
1  and  14. 

The  man  Christ  Jesus. — 1  Tim.  2  ;  6. 


APHORISMS. 

V 

Satan  is  a  great  naturalist,  he  has  been  trying  experiments  on  men 
almost  six  thousand  years.  He*  suits  his  temptations  to  their  tempers. 
If  he  has  an  Esau  to  deal  with,  he  has  a  mess  of  pottage  for  him  ;  if  a 
Covetous  Achan,  he  has  a  wedge  of  gold  for  him. 

Prosperity  is  a  candle  about  which  many  have  burnt  their  wings. 

The  religion  of  Christ  is  so  far  from  being  a  melancholly  and  un¬ 
comfortable  thing,  that  nothing  fills  the  religious  man  with  more  grief 
and  melancholy  than  this,  that  he  is  not  religious  enough.  A  pros¬ 
pect  of  freedom  from  divine  wrath,  communion  and  fellowship  with 
God,  and  eternal  happiness  in  heaven,  instead  of  having  a  tendency  to 
produce  melancholly,  must  surely  be  the  best  antidote  against  it. 


ANECDOTES. 

r  • 

A  godly  minister  of  the  gospel  occasionally  visiting  a  gay  person, 
Was  introduced  to  a  room  near  to  that  wherein  she  dressed.  After 
waiting  some  hours  the  lady  came  in,  and  found  him  in  tears.  She  in¬ 
quired  the  cause  of  his  weeping.  He  replied,  Madam,  I  weep  on 
reiecting  that  you  can  spend  so  many  hours  before  your  glass,  aid  in 
adorning  your  person,  while  I  spend  so  few  hours  before  my  God  in 
adorning  my  soul.’’  The  rebuke  struck  her  conscience.  She  lived 
and  died  a  monument  of  Grace. 

A  pious  minister  of  respectable  talents,  now  in  the  methodist  connec 
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tioDi  was  fonnerly  a  preacher  among  the  Universalists. — The  incident 
which  led  him  seriously  to  examine  the  grounds  of  that  doctrine,  is 
striking  and  singular.  He  was  amusing  his  little  son  by  telling  him 
the  story  of  “  The  Children,  in  Ihe  Wood.’*  The  boy  asked,  “  What 
became  of  the  little  innocent  children  V  They  went  to  Heaven,” 
replied  the**  Father.  “  What  became  of  the  wicked  old  uncle  ?”  “  He 
went  to  Heaven  too” — “  Won’t  he  kill  them  again,  Father  ?”  said  the 
boy ! 


SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 
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JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSION. 

March  10,  1823.  Mr.  Bingham  attended  the  funeral  of  a  man  be¬ 
longing  to  Krimakoo.  The  chiefs  and  the  people  are  becoming  more 
and  more  desirous  to  adopt  the  custom  of  burying  their  dead  in  a  de¬ 
cent  manner.  The  former  custom  was,  to  bury  them  secretly,  in  the 
night 

30.  By  particular  request  of  the  king,  Mr.  Bingham  preached  at 
Wyteete,  in  the  morning,  on  the  character  of  Cain  and  Abel,  and  in 
the  afternoon,  at  the  funeral  of  a  chief,  on  the  resurrection  of  Laza¬ 
rus.  The  king  and  principal  chiefs  attended  ;  and  a  much  larger 
congre^tion  assembled  than  we  have  before  been  allowed  to  address 
in  ^e  Islands.  As  no  house  in  the  place  would  accommodate  one 
fourth  part  of  the  number,  Mr.  Bingham,  with  the  consent  of  the 
king,  took  his  station  under  the  shade  of  the  large  kou  trees,  and  the 
multitude,  not  less,  probably,  than  2000  in  number,  great  and  small, 
gathered  around  him  to  hear  the  wonderful  doctrine  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  the  dead,  and  to  be  urged  to  prepare  for  that  great  day,  by 
obtaining  the  favor  of  a  gracious  and  almighty  Savior. 

April  19.  Third  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  mission  at  Woa- 
hoo.  We  are  happy  to  record,  that,  although  a  year  ago  the  king, 
contrary  to  our  wishes,  celebrated  an  impious  feast  on  the  Sabbath,  in 
commemoration  of  the  death  of  his  father,  yet,  since  that  time,  he 
has  publicly  acknowledged  the  Sabbath  as  a  divine  institution,  and  to  • 
some  extent  required  its  observance. 

^  % 

.  Political  Celebraiion. 

23.  Messrs.  Bingham  and  Ellis  in  company  waited  on  the  king,  and 
proposed  to  him  to  have  public  worship  on  the  day  of  the  national 
feast,  for  which  preparation  is  now  making.  We  have  long  wished  to 
make  this  annual  celebration  an  occasion  of  communicating  important 
instruction  respecting  the  demolition  of  idolatry  and  the  establishment 
of  a  Christian  system  in  its  stead.  The  king  readily  consented  to  our 
proposal. 

24.  This  day  has  been  distinguished  by  the  annual  festival  com¬ 
memorating  the  death  of  the  late  king,  and  the  accession  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  king  to  the  throne.  At  1 1  o’clock,  the  church  was  filled,  and 
many  hundreds  collected  who  could  not  enter.  Most  of  the  principal 


Mtisionary  hUtlltgence^ 

ralers  in  the  nation  except  Cox  and  Adams  were  present.  Mr.v  Bing¬ 
ham  addressed  the  throne  of  grace,  and  Mr.  Ellis  preached  a  Jubilee 
Sermon.  After  the  public  service  the  king  and  cUefs  returned  to  the 
village.  Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr.  Bingham,  with  their  wives,  and  Mr. 
Loomis,  by  request  of  the  king,  followed  and  partook  of  the  dinner. 
The  king  was^eated  at  one  end  of  the  table,  one  hundred  feet  long, 
and  Mr.  Jones  at  the  other,  and  a  large  number  of  chiefs,  masters  ^ 
vessels  in  port,  residents,  &c.  participated  in  the  dinner,  served  up 
much  after  the  manner  of  civilized  nations.  The  great  Giver  of  all 
mercies  was  acknowledged  on  the  occasion.  Probably  6000  natives 
were  spectators  of  the  scene.  The  table  was  spread  under  a  ranat, 
(shed,)  built  for  the  purpose,  100  feet  long  and  40  feet  wide,  open  on 
all  sid^,  having  a  covering  nearly  horizontal,  made  of  poles,  rushes, 
&c.,  and  lined  with  canvass.  The  king’s  guards,  armed  with  muskets, 
and  dressed  in  uniform,  who  had  attended  him  to  and  from  the  church, 
surrounded  the  ranai.  A  display  was  made  as  usual  on  such  occasions 
of  their  fine  feather  tippets  and  splendid  war  cloaks.  In  the  midst  of 
the  dinner,  the  young  princess,  Naheanah-anah,  was  brought  in  great 
pomp  upon  a  four  wheel  carriage,  curiously  decorated,  drawn  by  her 
friends,  and  attended  i^rith  lofty  kahiles^  of  imposing  appearance.  As 
the  carriage  came  near  the  head  of  the  table,  the  king  rose, /'and 
lent  his  hand  to  draw  it  ;  then  directed  his  sister  to  get  upon  his 
back,  and  thus  she  was  introduced  to  the  whole  company,  by  the  king, 
as  his  sister,  the  daughter  of  Tamahamaha,  and  seated  by  the  side  ^ 
Konekaoola,  and  much  caressed  by  the  king’s  guests.  Thus  are  the 
favorites  of  royal  blood  honored.  The  wives  of  the  king  were  rich¬ 
ly  dressed.  Kamamaloo,  in  black  satin,  decorated  richly  with  gold 
lace,  neatly  adjusted  by  her  own  hands,  distinguished  herself  by  su¬ 
perintending  and  ordering  the  table.  But  in  the  midst  of  all  the 
parade,  the  peals  of  roaring  cannon,  and  the  social  glass  of  wine,  no¬ 
thing  could  remove,  from  the  countenances  of  the  more  intelligent 
and  sober  part  of  the  rulers,  the  marks  of  their  dissatisfaction  on  ac»* 
count  of  the  king’s  excesses.  His  irregularities  on  the  present  occa¬ 
sion  were  no  small  check  on  the  interest  and  happiness  of  the  day. 
He  left  the  table  and  retired  to  sleep. 

26.  The  ki]^  now  established  in  a  large  new  house,  which  has 
been  four  months  in  building,  lays  a  tax  on  the  nation  for  dollars.  The 
larger  chiefs  pay  from  40  to  60,  smaller  chiefs  10,  some  of  the  for¬ 
eigners,  and  even  merchants,  from  6  to  20  dollars.  The  king’s  ser¬ 
vants  about  his  person,  even  his  cook  and  his  little  pipe  lighter,  pay 
two  dollars  each. 

The  queen,  receiving  the  tax  to-day,  has  undertaken  to  write  a 
complete  memorandum  of  the  names  of  the  persons  paying,  and  the 

The  kahUe  is  composed  of  a  slender  rod,  from  three  to  thirty  feet  in  lengthy 
the  lower  part,  or  handle,  generally  neatly  ornamented  with  rings  of  polish^ 
ivory  or  tortoise  shell,  and  aboat  one  thnd  or  one  half  the  length  set  with 
beautiful  feathers,  black,  yellow,  scarlet,  grey»  or  white.  The  feathers  of  tho 
largest  are  set  upon  numerous  artifici^  branches  diverging  from  the  rod. 
Being  at  equal  distances  from  the  fod,  and  oontiguoiis  to  each  other,  they 
assume  the  form  of  a  cylinder  from  12  to  20  inches  in  diameter,  and  from  6  to 
10  feet  in  length.  Just  nelow  the  cylindrical  part,  yellow  feathe^  set  on  pet 
work  in  the  form  of  the  mouth  of  a  trumpet,  and  much  to  the  gracefulness  of 
the  figure.  A  considerable  number  and  variety  of  these  kabiles  are  used  on 
public  occasions. 
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sums  paid  by  each  ;  but  finding  the  labor  too  much  to  accomplish 
alone,  she  requested  Mr.  Ellis  to  assist  her,  and  Mr.  Bingham  to  copy 
the  list.  The  tax  will  amount  to  j^SOOO,  at  least.  This  is  a  national 
custom  ;  nor  is  it  the  exclusive  privilege  of  the  king.  His  mother 
lately  built  a  house,  and  collected,  of  those  that  entered  it,  about 
800  dollars.  A  house  built  in  the  fort,  before  our  arrival,  is  said  to 
have  collected  2000  dollars. 

Lord^s  day.  May  4.  A  day  of  special  interest  and  congratulation 
in  the  islands.  At  nine  o'clock  the  church  was  so  filled  with  natives, 
that  the  mission  family  could  hardly  find  a  seat  in  the  house.  The  king 
and  principal  chiefs  were  present.  Mr.  Ellis  preached  from  that  very 
elevated  passage  in  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  **  How  beautiful  upon 
the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings ;  that 
publisheth  peace  ;  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good  ;  that  publisheth 
salvation  ;  that  saith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth !”  His  design 
was  to  illustrate  the  benevolent  design  of  the  missionaries  to  seek  the 
deliverance  of  the  people  from  the  bondage  of  sin  and  Satan  ;  to  make 
them  acquainted  with  the  way  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ;  and  to 
lead  them  to  adore  the  character,  and  rejoice  in  the  holy  government 
of  the  Lord  Jehovah,  and  to  obtain,  by  his  favor,  an  inheritance 
among  his  saints.  This  he  forcibly  and  affectionately  assured  them  is 
the  object  of  those  who  are  come  to  reside  among  them  as  teachers, 
in  opposition  to  any  plans  of  emolument  to  themselves,  or  of  injury 
to  the  nation.  The  king  and  several  of  the  chiefs  and  chiefesses  spent 
the  interval  of  worship  at  the  mission  house,  and  were  made  more 
fully  acquainted  with  the  design  of  the  newly  arrived  teachers  in  for¬ 
ming  a  union  with  those  longer  established.  The  king  took  a  lively 
interest  in  the  object,  and  unsolicited  expressed  his  full  and  cordid 
approbation.  At  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  the  church  was  filled  again  by 
foreigners  and  natives.  Mr.  Richards  preached  from  the  spirited 
words  of  Nehemiah  to  his  enemies,  The  God  of  heaven  he  will 
prosper  us,  therefore  we  his  servants  will  arise  and  build ;  but  ye 
have  no  portion  npr  right  nor  memorial  in  Jerusalem  — ^illustrating, 
particularly,  from  the  former  part  of  the  passage,  the  encouragements 
^  given  us  to  engage  in  the  work  assigned  us,  the  spirit  and  management 
in  which  we  ought  to  prosecute  it,  and  the  extent  and  certainty  of 
the  success,  with  which  the  faithful  labors  of  the  Lord’s  servants 
will  be  crowned. 

After  the  sermon,  Mr.  Bingham  made  an  address  on  the  union  of  the 
reinforcement  with  the  pioneers  of  the  mission,  in  which  it  was  re¬ 
marked,  as  one  of  the  favorable  circumstances  under  which  the  union 
takes  place,  that  four  and  twenty  chiefs  and  chiefesses,  principal 
personages  in  the  nation,  besides  the  king,  already  engaged  in  learn¬ 
ing,  were  ready  to  welcome,  with  gladness,  the  arrival  of  new  teach- 
« ers  ;  and  that  none  but  those,  who  bate  the  kingdom  of  Jesus,  would 
dispute  their  entrance  into  these  opening  and  whitening  fields.  They 
were  called  upon,  therefore,  to  pot  in  the  »ckle,«  for  the  harvest  is 
ripe. 

The  constitution  of  the  church  was  then  read  for  the  assent  and 
subscription  of  those  who  had  now  come  to  pledge  themselves  anew, 
and  the  littlp  Sandwich  Island  church,  consisting  of  13  members  now 
in  the  inlands,  received  15  in  addition.  Thus  our  number  was  at 
once,  more  thaiyloubled. 
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^  The  number  of  16,  who  were  admitted  to  the  church  on  this  oc* 
casion,  was  exclusive  of  one  member  of  the  mission  family,  who 
could  not,  for  want  of  testimonials,  which  had  been  forgotten  or  mis¬ 
laid,  be  formally  admitted. 

After  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  fellowship  of  the  church,  and  the 
reciprocal  pledge  of  fidelity  had  been  given  to  the  Hew  members, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  had  dedicated  their  infant  child  in  the  or¬ 
dinance  of  baptism,  the  missionaries  united  in  commemorating  the 
death  of  the  Savior.  Two  natives  of  Great  Britain,  seventeen  of 
America,  four  of  Taheite,  and  three  of  Owyhee  composed  the  num¬ 
ber  of  communicants  who  were  present  on  the  occasion. 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

SCIENCE  AND  RELIGION. 

“  What  gives  the  mind  its  innate  strength  to  scan  ? 

And  chains  brute  instinct  at  the  feet  of  man  ? 

'  Bids  the  wild  Comet  in  his  path  of  flame 
Compute  his  periods  and  declare  his  name  ? 

With  deathless  radiance  flecks  the  historic  page 
And  claims  the  treasures  of  a  buried  age  ?” 

Majestic  Science  from  his  cloister’d  shrine 
Heard  and  replied, — “  such  power  supreme  is  mine.” 

“  Canst  thou,  I  cried,  the  wandering  spirit  lead, 
Which  feels  its  danger,  and  deplores  its  need  ? 

Canst  thou  its  prison  of  despair  illume  ? 

Find  Sin  a  pardon,  and  disarm  the  tomb  ?” 

Ar  High  o’er  his  ponderous  tomes  his  hand  he  rais’d 
jHis  brow  indignant  kindling,  as  I  gaz’d. 

^  With  hoary  Time  incessant  war  I  wage, 

Who  wrecks  my  fabricks  with  unpitying  rage, 

With  Ignorance  I  strive,  and  Error’s  sway. 

What  can  I  more  ?” — he  said,  and  sternly  turn’d  away. 

Then  from  her  cell,  where  long  she  dwelt  apart, 

Her  meek  pavilion  in  the  contrite  heart, 

Religion  came,  and  where  proud  Science  fail’d,- 
She  bent  her  knee  to  earth,  and  with  her  sire  prevail’d. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Two  communications  from  Heman”  have  been  received,  and 
will  be  inserted.  “  N.  N^”  has  been  received,  and  is  under  con¬ 
sideration.  “  J.  W  H,”  and  Cornelia”  are  also  received. 


TO  SUBSCRIBERS 


Those  Sobsctibefs  for  the  Evangelist,  who  have  jibt  Ij^id  in  ad 
Vance,  are  reminded,  that'pav  for  the  votnjhe  became  dtte,  on  the  de 
lively  of  the  sixth  hnmber.  ;  ■  -  ‘  . 


CONDITIONS 


The  work  will  be  hsaed 


tnonthl/  numbers,  each  number 
containihg  40  pages  octavo ;  and  will  be  printed  oi 
with  new  type. 

The  price  of  the  work  will  be  ^2  00  a 
delivery  of  the  sixth  number.  Those  who  j^y  ob'l 
the  first  or  second  number,  the  price  wHl  be  I  73 
Those  who  procure !  ’ 

the  payment  ot  the ,  satne^  Shidl  receive  the  seventh 
comp^sarion.  ^  ^  -'v;  v  -v  ' 

It  is  etpected,  that  all  communications  with  the  edltor>  will  be 
postpaid,  excepting  such  as  are  ivrhfen  for  the  work.  , 

NoBubgcriptions  will  be  taken  for  a  less  term  than  one  ^year  5 
and,  if  notice  of  discontfriiiance  is  not  giVen  before  the  issuing  of 
the  last  number  in  the  year;  (he  subscribers  will  be  considered  as 
holden  for  the  succeeding  year. 

The  Evangelist  will  be  pubirshed  on  the  third  Saturday  of  eve¬ 
ry  month,  at  the  Mirror  Office,  corner  of  Asylum  and  Main  streets, 
where  all  orders  will  be  promptly  answered. 


good  paper, 

year,  payable  on  the 
the  deiiveiy  of 

sin  subaeribers,  arid  hecdme  reSponiuble  for 
ime^  S^l  receive  the  seventh  copy  as  a 


